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ment would not be in order. The amendment has 
been concurred in by the Senate, 

Mr. BIGLER. If the Senator could do that, 
we might go on, and continue the bill to an in- 
definite period. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The object of | 


the Senator can only be reached by moving a re- 

consideration of the vote concurring in the amend- 
ent. 

M Mr. TRUMBULL. Cannot a portion of it be 

stricken out? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend- 
ment must first be reconsidered. 

Mr. BIGLER. The Senate having concurred 
in the amendment, it cannot be amended. It can 
only be done by a reconsideration. 

Mc. TRUMBULL. I will state my object, 
and if it strikes the Senate with any force, it may 
be reconsidered; if not, it can remain as it is. 
My purpose is this: that is a recognition of the 
award as binding hereafter, and will be so viewed 
when next year an per eee shall be asked 
for the other $1,400,000. We are now appropri- 
ating $1,200,000, which is said to be undisputed. 
In making this appropriation we shall make the 
balance of it undisputed. That is the point; be- 
cause we, by a recital here, state that an award 
has been made in pursuance of a treaty. The 
Senate to-day has been embarrassed in its action 
very much by what is understood to be an award 
which was made some few years ago. Some 
Senators say that it passed without consideration 
Now this will make the other $1,400,000 just as 
much undisputed next year as the $1,200,000 is 
now. ThatI do not suppose is designed. I appre- 
hend it is not intended, when they say $1,209,000 
is undisputed, to put in a clause that makes the 
balance undisputed. I think those words have 
no effect in the law; but if they were stricken out, 
then it would be the payment of $1,200,000 under 
this treaty. If I am understood by the Senate, 
that is all I desire—to present that point for con- 
sideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There is no 
question before the Senate. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I will merely 
say, in reply to the Senator from Illinois, because 
the record of the remarks will show hereafter in 
regard to it, that no such conclusion is authorized 
to be drawn as that the residue of the recommend- 
ation of the committee shall be regarded here as 
undisputed. There is no such conclusion to be 
drawn. The Senator from Maine has several 
times expressly stated his objection to it, that he 
does dispute it; so that it is our proceedings; and 
this motion is superfluous on the part of the Sen- 
ator from Illinois; and I appeal to him, as one of 
the friends of the measure, to withdraw it. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Allow me to suggest to 
the Senator from Arkansas, if there was no ob- 
ject in putting these words in, why not strike 
them out ? 

_ Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I see no object 
in putting them in} but I see no use of opening 
this matter again. 

_ Mr. TRUMBULL. If there is no special ob- 
Ject in having them there, it seems to me the effect 
might be to preclude the Senate hereafter; and 
they ought to be stricken out. I think I voted 
against the amendment, and I suppose I cannot 
move to reconsider. I forget whether the yeas 
and nays were taken on the proposition. I be- 
lieve they were. 

_Mr.DOOLITTLE. There may be some force 
in the suggestion of the Senator from Illinois, and 
I suggest that, by unanimous consent, the amend- 
ment be amended in that respect. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend- 
ment is not open to amendment. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. 1 supposed it could be 
done by unanimous consent. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. This matter is 
‘o come before the House of Representatives. 

hose words, I suppose, were the result of over- 
Wrought care. I know there is no kind of obli- 
€ation or inference in the amendment, as it now 
Stands, that can give it more sanctity than it had 
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when the treaty itself was confirmed and the 
award made. We disclaim it now; and the dis- 
claimer can be read hereafter, and will be seen as 
well as the objections and the opinions of Sena- 
tors on that side repeatedly uttered. I do not be- 
lieve it is of any use; and | really hope that Sen- 
ators will not insist on disturbing that subject any 


| further; for 1 know when it is once begun, there 


will be no end to it. 

The amendments were ordered to be engrossed, 
and the bill to be read a third time. It was read 
the third time, and passed. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Forney, its Clerk, announced that the 
ica had passed a bill (H. R. No. 103) author- 
izing the payment of the two per centum land 
fund, to which the States of Illinois and Indiana 
are entitled for road purposes, to said States; in 
which the concurrence of the Senate was requested. 

The message further announced that the House 
had concurred in the amendment of the Senate to 
the bill (H. R. No. 545) granting a pension to 
Gregory Patti. 

PRINTING OF DOCUMENTS. 

The message further announced that the House 
ordered, on the 8th instant, the printing of the 
following documents: 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmit- 
ting a statement of the contingent expenses of 
the military establishment—ordered at twelve 
o’clock and twenty minutes. 

A message from the President of the United 
States, transmitting correspondence in relation to 


at one o’clock and forty-eight minutes 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 

The message further announced that the Speaker 
had signed the following enrolled bill and joint 
resolution: 

A bill (H. R. No. 545) granting a pension to 
Gregory Patti; and 

A joint resolution (S. No. 58) authorizing Lieu- 
tenant T. A. M. Craven, United States Navy, to 
receive certain marks of distinction tendered to 
him by the Spanish Government. 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. President 

Mr. PEARCE. If the Senator was going to 
move an adjournment, I will ask him to with- 
draw it for one moment. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. 
motion. 

Mr. PEARCE. I ask the Senate to take up 
the naval appropriation bill. I shall not ask them 
to consider it at this time. I want to take it up, 
so that it may be finished early on Monday next. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I yield for that purpose. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- 
sider the bill (H. R. No. 914) making appropri- 
ations for the naval service for the year ending 
June 30, 1862. 

Mr. PEARCE. Now,I move that the Senate 
adjourn. 

Ir.GWIN. Letus have an executive session. 

Mr. PEARCE. I withdraw my motion for that 
purpose. 

Mr. GWIN. I hope we shall have an execu- 
tive session for a few moments. I make the mo- 
tion, that the Senate proceed to the consideration 
of executive business, 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 
adjourn. 

he motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Satrurpay, February 9, 1861. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer 
% the Chaplain, Rev. Tuomas H. Srocxron. 
he Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


CORRESPONDENCE WITIL GOVERNMENT OF PERU. 





I was about to make that 


I move that the Senate 


Mr. BOTELER, by unanimous consent, sub- | 
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mitted the following resolution; which was read, 
| considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the President be requested, if not incom- 
patible with the public interest, to communicate to the 
House of Representatives the correspondence between the 
Government of the United States and that of Peru, since 
the year 1853, on the subject of the free navigation of the 
Amazon river and its tributaries. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by A. J. Grossprenner, his 
Private Secretary, notifying the House that he 
had approved and signed bills and a joint resolu- 
tion of the following titles: 

An act (H. R. No. 972) authorizing a loan; 

An act (H. R. No. 341) for the relief of Mrs. 


| Meeker; 


An act (H. R. No. 181) to provide fora super- 


| intendent of Indian affairs of Washington Terri- 


} 


| 





$$ ———— 





| 
| 


tory and additional Indian agents; and 
oint resolution (H. R. No. 71) extending the 
time for taking testimony on the application of 
Cyrus H. McCormick, for the extension of his 
patent. 
TERRITORY OF COLORADO. 
Mr. COX. I have an amendment to the Sen- 


| ate bill to provide a temporary government for 


the Territory of Colorado, which | intend to pro- 
ose. I ask that it be printed. 
There being no objection, it was so ordered. 


HENRY RICE, 

Mr. ELIOT. I ask that the Committee of the 
Whole House be discharged from the further con- 
sideration of Senate bill No. 501, for the relief 
of Henry Rice, and that it be put upon its pas- 
sage. I hope no objection will be made untill 
can have an opportunity of stating the facts in the 


| case. 


The bill was read. It directs the Secretary of 
the Tesaany to pay to Henry Rice the sum of 
$10,539 83, being the rape rane to him of that 
sum paid by him into the Treasury as duties upon 
goods imported into Castine while in possession 
of the British forces, the same not being by law 
subject to the payment of duties, under the decis- 
ion of the Supreme Court of the United States. 

Mr. ELIOT. Now, ifI may be allowed to state, 
in a few words, the history of this case, lam sure 
no gentleman upon either side of the House will 
object to the bill. I have had no opportunity and 
no occasion to ask that any private bill shall pass 
since I have occupied a seat upon this floor, but 
this is a case that calls so loudly upon Congress 
that it does seem to me that I ought to have a 
chance to state the facts. 

From April, 1814, to September, 1815, the town 
of Castine was occupied by the British forces. 
During that time the British Governmentenforced 
the collection of duties upon all goods which were 
imported into Castine. Sidon the law regulating 
the importations at Nova Scotia a large amount of 
duties was compelled to be paid by shipping mer- 
chants of this country importing goods there; and 
when, in September, 1815, the portof Castine came 
again into the hands of the United States, the cus- 


| tom-hause collector of the United States called 


upon all importers whose goods were then in store 
to pay the duties again, asthough the goods were 


| originally imported in foreign bottoms, calling 
| upon the merchants not only to pay double duty, 


but to pay a larger duty than would have been 
collected on similar goods imported in American 
ships. 

Mr. Speaker, that was done upon a large amount 
of merchandise then in store. Steps were imme- 


| diately taken to ascertain whether that could be 
| done according to law; and it was decided by the 


Supreme Court of the United States, without a 
dissenting opinion, in a suit brought on one of 
the bonds which had been given, that the impo- 


| sition of duties by the United States was not au- 


thorized. I have the opinica of William Wirt, 


'as Attorney General, and the judgment of the 


Supreme Court of the United States, upon a suit 
brought upon a bond given by the petitioner in 
this case, that the duties which were enforced by 
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|| Mr. CURTIS. Very well; let it go to a Com- 








the United States ought not to have been enforced, ! 


and ougit not to be collected or retained. This | 
peutioner was an importer himself, and an agent 

for other importers. A law was passed in 1220, | 
previo for the repayment of duties that had | 


peen paid by importing merchants during the } 


period from April, 1814, to September, 1815; but 
it so happened that the provisions of the act of 


tine, or who acted for merchants residing at Cas- 
tine. Mr. Rice was not one of them. In 1824, | 


a law was reported to Congress, and passed, to || 


provide for the repayment of other parties inter- | 
ested, upon the ground that inasmuch as the Su- | 
preme C 


persons who had paid the duties did not reside at 
Castine ought not to prevent them from having | 
the benefit of that provision of law. TheSupreme | 
Court unanimously decreed that no duties ought | 
to have been imposed. But by inadvertence the 
name of Mr. Rice was omitted in this bill, and | 
he derived no benefit from its provisions. 

But in 1826 a bill was reported for the benefit 
of Mr. Rice, and it was, I believe, under discus- 
sion in the House when Congress adjourned upon 
the 4th of March. Since that time to the pres- 
ent, Mr. Rice has permitted the matter not to be 
pressed, partly because he was at that time a 
young man, in the full vigor of life, and felt that 
it was better for him to pursue his own business, 
and make more money, than to call upon the Gov- 
ernment fora return of the duties. I ought to 
stute that he gave four bonds—two of them he 
paid, and two of them were put in suit subse- 
quently; and it was upon the bonds put in suit 
that the Supreme Court of the United States de- 
cided that the Government ought not to have im- 
posed or collected the duties. This billis for the 
reimbursement to him of the amount of the two 
bonds that he paid. Forty-five years ago this 
oe was paid into the Treasury. This billonly 
asks for the principal; not a dollar of interest is 
claimed, although gentlemen will see at once that 
the United States have made three times the 


amount of the principal in the interest upox the |) 


money. 

But, sir, | was going on. to say that in 1826, 
when the bill for the relief of Mr. Rice failed to 
pass, he was pursuing his business as a young 
and enterprising man. He now comes before 
Congress over seventy-one years of age, and hav- 
ing had the heavy hand of poverty laid upon him, 


ourt had decided that these duties ought || 
not to have been imposed, the mere fact that the | 


They show that the amount of money contained 
| in this bill was paid by him then. th 
record information here, and am prepared to an- | 
swer any questions the gentleman may propound. | 
| If the matter is referred to the accounting officers | 


ave all the | 


i . . 
| of the Treasury, this must be the precise amount | 


out any interest. 


| Mr. THOMAS. 





| 


|| allowed, because this is the exact amount paid | 
. || by him to the custom-house—the principal, with- | 

1820 were confined to those who resided at Cas- || 
I do not doubt that the gen- | 





February 9, 





| mittee of the Whole House, and be ordered to be 
printed. 

lt was so ordered. 

Mr. CURTIS. I putina motion to reconsider 
| the reference. 


The motion was entered. 


FRANCIS B. SCHAFFER. 
| Mr. HUGHES, from the Committee on Mili- 


| 


tleman from Massachusetts believes this claim to || "TY Affairs, reported back a bill for the relief of 


be just; but I must object to the passage of the 
bill now. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I must object to this debate, 

The SPEAKER. Debate is notin order. Does 
| tion ? 
| Mr. THOMAS. I do, sir. 

Mr. ELIOT. Then I give notice that, if I can 

get the floor on Monday, I will move a suspen- 


|| sion of the rules in order to put the bill upon its 


| passage. 
| , CRITTENDEN PROPOSITION. 


|. Mr. BARR presented resolutions of the execu- 
| tive committee of the workingmen of the city of 
| New York, in favor of the adoption of the Crit- 
| tenden amendments, or some other adjustment of 
mo a ge difficulties; which were laid upon the 
table. 

Mr. KUNKEL presented seven or eight memo- 
rials from the three western counties of Maryland, 
| praying the passage of the amendments to the 

Constitution proposed by the resolutions of Mr. 

CritTeNDEN, and expressing the belief that their 
| adoption by Congress will allay sectional strife 
and restore peace and tranquillity to the whole 
country; which were laid upon the table. 

Mr. HALL presented a memorial of citizens 
of Centre county, Pennsylvania, praying for the 
, adoption of the Crittenden proposition; which was 
laid on the table. 


WASHINGTON AND OREGON WAR DEBT. 
Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I call for the regu- 


la »order of business. 

The SPEAKER. Reports from committees 
| are in order. 
Mr. STANTON, from the Committee on Mili- 
| tary Affairs, reported back, with a recommenda- 
|| tion that it do pass, Senate bill No. 11, to provide 
| for the payment of expenses incurred by the 
| Territories of Washington and Oregon in the sup- 
| pression of Indian hostilities therein, in the years 


| 








asking only that the Government shall pay back | 


to him in money, without interest, that which the 


Attorney General and which the courts have said |, 


ought not eee to have been called for from 
him by the Government. Everybody else who 
was similarly situated has been paid. 


day in his life, you will not refuse to give back to 
him money which ought never, according to the 
judgment of the court, to have been taken from 
him. 

Mr. SHERMAN. This isa claim nearly fifty 
— old. There is not money enough in the 

reasury to pay half of it, and I object to the bill. 

Mr. ELIOT. Oh, I hope my friend will with- 
draw that objection. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Well, sir, { withdraw it. 

Mr. ELY. I renew the objection. 

Mr. ELIOT. [I trust not. 

Mr. KILLINGER. I call for the regular order 
of business. 

Mr. SPEAKER. Is the objection insisted on? 

Mr. ELY. 1 withdraw the objection. 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, ! desire to say 
to the gentleman from Massachusetts that, dur- 
ing the Thirty-First Congress, I think it was, I 
had my attention called to this class of claims. 
There may be some merit in this case; but I will 
not consent to the passage of the bill in this shape. 
If a bill is prépared with proper guards referring 
this matter to the accounting officers of the Treas- 
ury to place Mr. Rice upon the same footing as 
others who have formerly been paid, I will be 
willing to consider it; but in its present shape, 
appropriating a specific sum of money, without 
more information before me than I have now, I 
must object to it, 

Mr. ELIOT. I beg leave to say to the gentle- 
man that I have here in my hand the two original 
bonds which were paid by Rice and eanceled. 


1855 and 1856; which was referred to a Committee 

of the Whole House, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. STOUT. I wish to enter a motion to re- 

consider the reference. 

| The motion was entered. 


MUSICIANS AND SOLDIERS AT FORT SUMTER. 


Mr. CURTIS, from the same committee, re- 
| ported back a bill (H. R. No. 964) for the relief 
_ of certain musicians and soldiers stationed at Fort 
_ Sumter, in South Carolina, and asked that it be 
| put upon its passage. 

| The bill directs the Secretary of the Treasury 
| to pay the sum of $1,150 to remunerate soldiers 
| and members of the band stationed at Fort Sum- 
| ter, South Carolina, for losses of private property 
| incurred in the removal from Fort Moultrie to 


He stands || 
alone, the only man who is unpaid; and I earn- || 
estly and respectfully ask that now, at this late || 


Fort Sumter, on the evening of 26th December, || 


| 1860: to the band, $400; to compeey E, First Ar- 
| tillery, $500; and to company H, First Artillery, 
p20 to be divided among the members of said 
| bands and said companies sufferiug losses, or the 
| heirs of such as may have died, according to the 
| award of the officers of said companies. 

Mr. THOMAS. I object. 

Mr. CURTIS. [hope the gentleman will al- 
'low the report to be read. This bill has been 
_ recommended by a board of Army officers. 

The report was read, 

Mr. THOMAS. I object to the consideration 
| of the bill. 

Mr. CURTIS. I suppose an objection will not 
avail, this bill being regularly reported from a 
/committee. I ask that the bill be put upon its 


e. 
P Mr, BURNETT, I object. It makes an ap- 
ropriation, and must go to a Committee of the 
Whole House, 
Mr. CURTIS. That objection may be made. 
Mr. BURNETT. That is the objection that 
I make, 


the gentleman from Tennessee insist on his objec- } 








_ Captain Francis B. Schaffer, late a military store- 
| keeper in California, and asked unanimous con- 
sent to have it put upon its passage. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I object. 

The bill was referred to a Committee of the 
Whole House, and, with the report, ordered to 
be printed. 





PRINCE 8S. CROWELL. 


Mr. POTTLE, from the Committee on Naval 
| Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Prince 8S. 
| Crowell; which was read a first and second time, 
| referred to a Committee of the Whole House, 

and, with the accompanying report, ordered to 
| be printed. 
| 





ISAAC H. METCALFE. 
Mr. FOSTER, from the Committee on Invalid 


Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of Isaac H. 
Metcalfe; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to a Committee of the Whole House, 
and, with the accompanying report, ordered to 
be printed. 

REBECCA BREWER. 


Mr. FENTON, from the same committee, pre- 
sented an adverse report on the petition of Re- 
becca Brewer; which was laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed 


SUSAN BAYARD. 


Mr. FENTON also, from the same committee, 
reported a bill for the relief of Susan Bayard, 
widow of A. W. W. Bayard, an invalid soldier of 
the war of 1812; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time. 

Mr. FENTON. This is a very meritorious 
case, and I ask that it shall be put upon its pas- 


e. 
The bill was read. It directs that the pension 
heretofore granted by Congress to A. W. W. 
| Bayard, of Centre county, Pennsylvania, now 
| deceased, be continued to Susan Bayard, his 
widow, during her natural life. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed, and read 
a third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. FENTON moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved to 
lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion Was agreed to. 


THOMAS H. BAIRD. 


Mr. McKNIGHT. I desire to call up a bill 
which I called up the day before yesterday. It 
was objected to by the gentleman from Kentucky, 
[Mr. Burnett] He has since examined the bill, 
and is satisfied that he ought to withdraw his ob- 

_ jection, and does so. 


Mr. ELIOT. I object to it. 


FRANCIS H. BURLEIGH. 

Mr. STANTON. I havé a joint resolution 
| which I omitted to report when the Committee on 
| Military Affairs was called. I ask leave to report 
| it now. 
| The joint resolution was read, as follows: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of War and the Secretary 
| of the Navy be, and they are hereby, authorized to purchase 

such numbers of Francis H. Burleigh’s dove-tailing ma- 
| chine as may be required for use in the armories and arse- 
| nals of the United States, at the usual narket price for such 
| machine. 

Mr. STANTON. I ask to have this joint res- 
olution put upon its passage. | will simply state 
to the House—— 

Mr. BARR. Oh, you cannot do that. 

Mr.STANTON Why not; it makes no ap- 
propriation. re 

r. BARR. It cannot be done under existing 


law. 
The SPEAKER. Objection being made, the 
| resolution cannot be considered. 
| Mr. STANTON. It is the regular call of the 
committees, and makes no nee. i 
} The SPEAKER. The difficulty is, that this 1s 
| not a private matter. 
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4 Mr. STANTON. I suppose it is a private mat- | 
ter; it relates to the claim of a private individual. 
Mr. BARR. A private matter for public pur- 


|| 
poses. 

Mr. STANTON. I suppose there would be no | 
objection to it. We passed a law at last 

The SPEAKER. The resolution cannot be | 
received now. | 

MARIA W. SAUNDERS. 

Mr. HALL, from the Committee on Invalid | 
Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of Maria | 
W. Saunders; which was read a first and second | 

| 





’ 
j 
| 
| 


time, referred to a Committee of the Whole 
House, and, with the accompanying report, or- 
dered to be printed. 


REPRESENTATIVES OF BETSY NASH. 


Mr. HALL, from the same committee, reported 
a bill for the relief of the legal representatives of 
Betsy Nash; which was read a first and second | 
time. 

Mr. HALL. I ask to have it put upon its pas- | 
sage. 

The bill was read. It extends the provisions 
of the act of Congress approved March 3, 1857, 
for the relief of Betsy Nash, to her legal repre- 
sentatives, to whom the amount appropriated is 
ordered to be paid. 

Mr. BURNETT. I desire to ask the gentleman 
who reports the bill why it does not set out the 
amount of money appropriated? 

Mr. HALL. Let the report be read. 

The report was read. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wiscensin. I will 
state that a pension was granted to Betsy Nash; 
but before she received her certificate under the 
law which was passed, she died. The object of 
this measure, as | understand, is to pay the money 
due her to her children. The amount, as I un- 
derstand, which is involved, is about two thou- 
sand dollars, or possibly $2,200. 

Mr. BURNETT. I will not object to the bill 
with the statement of the gentleman from Wis- 
consin, if it shall be so amended that there shall 
be no larger amount appropriated than was due 
to Betsy Nash at the time of her death. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin. There is 
no objection to that. That is the precise object 
of the bill, and nothing further. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill, as amended, was ordered to be en- 
grossed, and read athird time; and being engrossed, 
it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 


HIRAM ANDERSON. 


Mr. STOKES, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of Hiram 
Anderson; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to. a Committee of the Whole 
House, and, with accompanying reports, ordered 
to be printed. 





HENRY UWEWSON. 


Mr. STOKES, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of Henry Hewson; 
which was read a first and second time, referred 
to a Committee of the Whole House, and, with 
the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 


ELIZABETIL MONTGOMERY. 


Mr.WHITELEY. [now desire to call up the 
bill of the Senate for the relief of Elizabeth Mont- 
gomery, heir of Hugh Montgomery. 

The bill was read. 


Mr. HOLMAN. I object to that bill. 
COMPENSATION OF PAGES, ETC. 


Mr. BABBITT. The Committee on Revisal 
and Unfinished Business have directed me to make 
the following report to the House: 


The Committee on Revisal and Unfinished Business re- 
port, for the consideration of the House, an item of unfin- 
ished business of the last session, found on pages 1229, 1239, 
and 1231 of the Journal, by which it appears that, on the 
23th of June last, the rides of the House were suspended 
ae purpose of receiving a resolution, in the words fol- 

Wing : 

_ “ Resolved, That the Committee of Accounts are author- 
ized and required to settle and adjust the claims of any 
boys or pages, after the organization of the House, and prior 
to the arrangement of pages under the resolution of the 
House, not exceeding five in number: and that said com- 
mittee are further authorized and directed to adjust the 
claims of the several piece book: folders appointed by the 
Doorkeeper of the House at the present session, and to | 
allow each, not exceeding twelve in number, what may |) 
appear to said committee to be just and equitable ; and the | 
accounts so adjusted shall be paid out of the contingent 
fund of the House of Representatives.”? 





| 
| 
} 
| 
| 
| 





| from any cause, other business shall intervene, it shall be 


|member. The subject has not been properly be- 
| fore the committee, and they have no power to 
/report upon it; and I ask the Chair to decide 


| House? 
| the following rule may be read: 


| and Unfinished Business to examine and report what laws 


| or further continued; also,toexaimine and report, from the | 
| Journal of last session, all such matters as were then depend 
| ing and undetermined.” 


| depending, undetermined in the House, and it is 


| Unfinished Business to report the fact to the House. 


| leman’s report was pending when the Speaker 
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And thereupon said resolution was submitted to the | 
House ; and, pending the question of agreeing to the same, | 
the Speaker announced that the hour fixed for the adjourn- 
ment of the then present session had arrived, and dectared 
the House adjourned; and so the said resolution remains 
pending and undetermined, and the rules of the House sus 


| pended for the purpose of consideringthe same. And your 


committee recommend that the House do now proceed to 
the consideration and determination of said resolution. 


Mr. BURNETT. I desire to make a question | 
of order upon that resolution as soonas I am per- | 
mitted to do so. 

Mr. BABBITT. I move that the House now 

roceed to consider that resolution, under the fol- 
owing authority in the Digest, which I ask the 
Clerk to read. 

The Clerk read, as follows: 


* The consideration of unfinished business in which the 
House may be engaged atan adjournment, shall be resumed 
as soon as the Journal of the next day is read, and at the | 
same time each day thereatter, until disposed of; and it, 


resumed as soon as such other business is disposed of. And 
the consideration of all other unfinished business shall be 
resumed whenever the class of business to which it belongs 
shall be in order under the rules. 

* After six days from the commencement of a second or 
subsequent Congress, all bills, resolutions, and reports 
which originated in the House, and at the close of the next 
preceding session remaived undetermined, shall be resumed 
and acted on in the same manuer as if an adjournment had 
not taken place.”” 


Mr. BABBITT. Now, Mr. Speaker, believing 
that resolution to come properly before the House 
under the authority just read, i report it from the 
Committee on Revisal and Unfinished Business, | 
and ask that it may be passed. 

Mr. BURNETT. I desire to make this point 
upon the resolution which the gentleman desires 
to report. TI submit that, even granting the facts | 


b 
the gentleman alleges to be true, the resolution 


went to the Speaker’s table, and he cannot take 
the floor under the call of committees for reports, 
and call up the resolution upon which he desires 
the action of the House. This question has not 
been referredl to the-committee of which he isa 


whether such a report can be received in this | 


Mr. BABBITT. In answer tothe point which | 
the gentleman from Kentucky raises, | ask that 


The Clerk read, as follows: 
“97. [t shall be the duty of the Committee on Revisal 


have expired, or are near expiring, and require to be revived | 


Mr. BABBITT. Now, sir, this resolution is 


the right and duty of the Committee on Revisal of 


Mr.BURNETT. My recollection of this mat- 
ter is this: the resolution referred to in the gen- 


announced that the hour had arrived when the 
House was to adjourn sine die. The resolution, 
under the rules, then went to the Speaker’s table. 
Now, I submit that the gentleman cannot come 
in here and, in virtue of the peculiar character of 
the duties of the Committee on Revisal and Un- | 
finished Business, call up that resolution out of 
itsorder. If that course is permitted, it is a vio- 
lation of the amended rules, which provide that 
the business shall be taken up at the close of a 
second session where it was left at the close of | 
the first session. 

Mr. BABBITT. This isa matter that does not 
go tothe Speaker’s table; and it is the duty of the 
Committee on Revisal and Unfinished Business to 
report such a matter to the House for its action. 
If it will not doso, the Committee on Revisal and 
Unfinished Business would have nothing to do. 
{Laughter.} 





Mr. BURNETT. I ask the Chair to decide || 


the question of order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands that, 
under the practice of the House,a simple resolu- | 
tion, which is pending at the close of a session of | 
Congress, dies. The Chair is of opinion, there- | 





fore, that the resolution referred to by the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania died when the first ses- 
sion of the present Congress adjourned sine die, 
and must be introduced again. The Chair thinks | 
this is the result of the rule, under the practice of | 
the House. The Chair will, therefore, not re- | 
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| ceive the report of the gentleman from Pennsyl- 


| vania from the Committee on Revisal and Unfin- 
| ished Business. 


ENROLLED BILLS. 
Mr. THEAKER, from the Committee on En- 





|| rolled Bills, reported that the committee had ex- 
|| amined and found truly enrolled a bill and reso- 


lution of the following titles; whereupon the 
| Speaker signed the same: 
An act granting a pension to Gregory Pattie; 
ana 
A joint resolution authorizing Lieut. T. A. M. 
Craven, of the United States Navy, to receive 
certain marks of distinction tendered him by the 
Spanish Government. 


DELEGATE FROM IDAHO. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. [rose the other morn- 
ing and introduced the certificate of election of 
Mr. Morgan, Delegate from Idaho, which was 
ordered to be referred to the Committee of Elec- 
tions, but by a mistake it went to the Committee 
on Territories. 1 ask that the reference may be 
changed, and the paper sent to the Committee of 
Elections in accordance with the order. 

Mr. BRANCH. I object, sir, to any change; 
and for this reason: the certificate was only re- 
ceived as a memorial. Ido not know what the 
Journal shows. The point was made at the time 
that there was no such Territory as that of Idaho 
in existence. It was only received as a memorial 
which could, under the rules, be presented at any 
time. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. The order of the House 
was that it should be sent, not to the Committee 
on Territories, but to the Committee of Elections. 
All that I ask is that the error made may be 
corrected, 

Mr. COX. I think that the gentleman is mis- 
taken. There was no order of the House send- 
ing it to any committee. I objected atthe me to 
the reception of the certificate, stating that it could 
only be received as a petition or memorial. It 
was received and referred asa memorial, and not 
as a certificate. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. The matter is a plain 
| one. Under the rules of the House, I could have 
introduced the certificate, and referred it to what- 
ever committee I pleased. By mistake it was 
sent to the Cammittee on Territories, instead of to 
the Committee of Elections, for which I intended 
it. All I now ask is that the mistake which has 
been made may be corrected. 

Mr.BRANCH. What does the Journal show? 

The SPEAKER. The memorial was received 
under the rules of the House, and the gentleman 
from Illinois [Mr. Farnswortn] moved that it 
should be referred to the Committee of Elections; 
but by some mistake it was sent to the Commit- 
tee on Territories. He asks now that the me- 
morial should be withdrawn from the Committee 
| on Territories, and referred to the Committee of 
| Elections, for which it was designed. That is 
| the whole matter. 

Mr. BRANCH. How does the Journal stand? 

The SPEAKER. A mistake has been made; 
and the present motion is to correct it 

Mr. BRANCH. I understand that; but when 
was this order made? 

The SPEAKER. There was no order made. 
The memorial was presented under the rules of 
the House. 

Mr. BRANCH. 
presented ? 

The SPEAKER. Some day during the pres- 
ent week. 

Mr. BRANCH. The matter was brought up by 
the gentleman from Illinois, if lremember rightly, 
in open House. I recollect that, at the time, I 
inquired whether there was any such Territory 
belonging to the United States. 

The SPEAKER. It was received under the 
rule. The gentleman tried to introduce it in open 
House; but objection was made. Then it was 

presented under the rules; and, instead of to the 
| Committee of Elections, as intended, it was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Territories, 
| Mr. BRANCH. I must object to any altera- 
| tion which should not have the effect of bringing 
| the paper before the House. I certainly object to 
any paper relating to the right of persons claim- 
ing to be Delegates from Idaho being sent to the 
, Committee of Elections, which has the privilege 
| in this House, possessed by none other except 
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one,ofreportingatanytime. Lobjectto the alter- 


ation of the Journal referring that paper to the | 
Committee of Elections, instead of to the Com- || 


mittee on Territories, because it would give this 
memorial the privilege of being camaal at any 
time. Ifanything is to be done, I claim that the 
memorial shall come back to the House, so that 
we may make whatever disposition of it we shal] 
deem best. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. There is no kind of 
question that I had the rightto present the memo- 
rial and have it referred, under the rules, to any 
committee I chose. 

The SPEAKER. The question of privilege 
refers rather to the matter than to the committee 
to which it is sent. I presume, if the question 
did not relate to the right of a member to a seat 
upon this floor, the committee could not have it 


considered at any time. A mistake has been made, | 


and the Chair hopes that it will be corrected. 


Mr. BRANCH. 


correction being made. 
The SPEAKER. That is all it is. 
The House then ordered the correction to be 
made. 
SEIZURE OF MERCHANT VESSELS. 


Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. lIask the unani- 
mous consent of the House to introduce the fol- 
lowing resolution of inquiry. 

The Clerk read, as follows: 


Resolved, Thattthe Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to inform the House whether he has received any, and what, 
otficial advices, or whether any, and what, official informa 
tion has been received by the ‘Treasury Deparunent, rela 
tive to the seizure, in the port of Savannah, of any vessels 
or any shipping of any description, and especially respect 


ing the seizure of the brig W. R. Kirby, bark Adjuster, brig || 


Golden Lead, schooner Julia A. Halleck, and the bark Sa- 
rah Colden Murray, all of New York, and if seized, by 
whom, and by what authority they were seized. 

Mr. BRANCH. 
unless my friend from New York will tell me how 
the Treasury Department can come into posses- 
sion of official information of the seizure of private 
vessels ? 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. In this way: the 
Secretary of the Treasury is in charge of the ex- 
ecution of the revenue laws, and all shipping is 
subjected to the pressure and presence of those 
laws. Unless a State has so far withdrawn from 
the Union as to be antagonistic to it, it is import- 
ant that any seizure of shipping of the United 
States should be at once communicated to the 
executive of the Treasury Department. 

Mr. BRANCH. If the gentleman will accept 
a modification of his resolution, that the Secretary 
of the ‘Treasury shall communicate the official 
information in his possession, I will not object. 


Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I accept thatmod- | 


ification of my resolution. 

Mr. PRYOR. I ask that the gentleman from 
New York make another modification of his res- 
olution, by adding these words: 

Also, whether he has official information in relation to 
the seizure of any property belonging to the State of Geor- 
gia by the authorities of the city or State of New York. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. Ifhe has any ofii- 
cial information on that subject, I am willing that 
it shall be communicated. 

The resolution, as modified, was read. 

Mr. HOLMAN. lL object to the resolution. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. 
try to introduce that resolution next Monday. 


STATE OF THE UNION, 


Mr. MARSTON, by unanimous consent, pre- 
sented the memorial of citizens of Portsmouth, 
New Hampshire, praying that such measures may 
be speedily adopted by Congress, for the pacific 


settlement of our present difficulties, as will em- | 


brace substantially such a plan of compromise as 
may be deemed expedient to restore tranquillity 
and peace to our distracted country; which was 
laid upon the table. 


CRIMINALITY OF EXECUTIVE OFFICERS. 


Mr. HINDMAN. [ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House for leave to submita resolution 
reiating to what I consider a gross criminality on 
the part of certain efficers of the executive de- 
partment of this Government: 

Resolved, That a select committee of three be appointed 
by the Speaker, with instructions to inquire whether any 
ufficer or officers of the executive department of this Gov- 
ernment have lately been guilty of improper interference 


If it be a clerical error of the | 
Speaker or the Clerk, I will not object to the | 


| much pressed upon all sides of the House to post- 


| the special order, which has been under discus- 


| until next Thursday. 


| special order; and, if the gentleman will permit 
I object to that resolution, | 


| vote the better it will be for the country. 


|| consideration referred to by the gentleman from 











|| with elections recently or now pending in any of the States ; 
and that said committee have power to send for persons 
and papers, and to report at any time. 


Mr. McPHERSON objected. 
} 


STATE OF THE UNION. 


The SPEAKER stated that the morning hour 
had expired, and that the special order was before 
the House; on which the gentleman from Ohio 
{Mr. Hvrcurns] was entitled to the floor. 

Mr. BURNETT. Ifthe gentleman from Ohio 

| will permit me, I will move that the House pro- 
ceed to the consideration of the business upon the 
Speaker’s table. 

Mr. GROW. For reference of the bills there, 

and no other purpose. 
| Mr. BURNETT. That is my motion. 
| The question was taken on Mr. Burnert’s 
|| motion; and it was agreed to. 


| 
\| ROBERT STOCKTON. 

; 

| The SPEAKER laid before the House Senate 
amendments to House joint resolution No. 392, 
|| directing the accounting officers.of the Treasury 
|| to settle the accounts of the late Robert Stockton, 


| quartermaster, &c.; which were referred to the | 


|, Committee on Revolutionary Claims, and ordered 
|| to be printed. 


REPORT OF SELECT COMMITTEE. 
Mr. CORWIN. Mr. Speaker, I have been very 


pone sull further the time for taking the vote on 


sion for some time. I believe that the public in- 
terest would not be prejudiced by a postponement 


Mr. BURNETT. The gentleman from Ohio 
can, under the rules, atany time, call the previous | 
question, and bring the House to a vote on the 


| 
me, I will say, in all deference to his age and ex- | 
perience, that the country wants action more than 
speech-making. ‘The sooner, sir, we have the | 
Mr. CORWIN. Iam fully impressed by the | 
Kentucky; but, sir, it may be that the convention 
now assembled in this city may soon do some- 
thing to throw light upon this subject, and enable 
us better to come toa conclusion than we now are. 
The SPEAKER. It has been already stated 
that the vote would not be taken until next Friday. 
Mr. CRAIGE, of North Carolina. The gen- 
tleman, upon his own motion the other day, when 
the special order was called, postponed it until 
Friday next. 
Mr. SHERMAN. My colleague moves now 
to postpone the special order. The gentleman 


| from North Carolina misunderstood him. 


Mr. CORWIN. My motion, in effect, is, to 
postpone debate upon the special order until that 


day. 
Mr. CRAIGE, of North Carolina. Gentlemen 
upon that side of the House have been heard upon 


this question, but gentlemen upon this side of the 
House have not been heard atall. There are gen- 
tlemen who are anxious to debate it, and I hope 
they will be permitted to express their views. I 


| have no hope that anything will result from that 
| ** peace congress. 
| this national difficulty; but, at all events, after 
I give notice I will | 


39 


It may be that they will settle 


that side of the House have been allowed to de- 

bate this matter, they ought to be willing to extend 
| the same privilege to us. 
| Mr. BURNETT. I did not understand the 
_ motion of the gentleman at the time he made it. 
| I thought it was a motion to postpone the time 
/ at which he proposed to ask a vote. So far as I 
/am concerned, I am perfectly willing that he 

should postpone that motion until five minutes 


| before the time he desires to take a vote. But I 


think, if the consideration of the special order is 
to be postponed, it would certainly be unjust to 
gentlemen upon this side who desire to make 
| speeches, but who, under such an order made at 
this time, would be cut off from that om 
| Mr. CORWIN. I certainly shall not call for 
| a vote until all have had a fair opportunity to be 
| heard. : 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. My action 
| upon the motion of the gentleman from Ohio will 
| 
| the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
| Means in reference to the condiiion of the public 
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be substantially governed by the suggestions of 
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business. If we can go on now with this special 





| order, and also close up the public business in the 


mean time, I would be glad to go on and dispose 
of the matter. 

Mr. CRAIGE, of North Carolina. I do think 
it exceedingly unfair to postpone the special order 
at the present time. Elections are progressing in 
two or three States; and I am informed that one 
or two of the Departments of this Government are 
employing their entire force in sending to those 
States the speeches made upon that side of the 
House upon this subject; and therefore I think 
it unfair to cut off debate now before this side of 
the House has had an opportunity to be heard, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair must remind gen- 
tleinen that this debate is all out of order, as the 
House is acting under an order that the special 
order should be postponed for the purpose of 
proceeding to business upon the Speaker’s table. 
_ Mr. CRAIGE, of North Carolina. I am will- 
ing to take the vote now, or at any time; but if 
the consideration of the matter is to be postponed 
for the purpose of shutting the mouths of those 
who are opposed to the report of the committee, 
I must object to that course. If the gentleman 
from Ohio desires to come up to the scratch and 
take a vote now, I am ready for it. 

Mr. PRYOR. I desire to inquire of the chair- 
man of the committee of thirty-three, at what time 
he proposes to take a vote upon the report? 

Mr. CORWIN. I shall not be ready to com- 
mit myself to such a question as that. I have 
no disposition to press a vote upon any of these 
propositions at a time when the House is not pre- 
pared. And I assure the gentleman from North 
Carolina, that it is entirely foreign to my inten- 
tion to so manage debate here as to do unfairness 
to anybody. 

Mr. CRAIGE, of North Carolina. Then why 
make any motion upon the subject, inasmuch as 
I understood the gentleman, the other day, to have 
prolonged the time for debate until next Friday? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair must interfere, 
and carry out the first order of the House; which 
was to suspend the special order, and proceed to 
the business upon the Speaker’s table. When we 
dispose of that, the special order will come up. 
The Clerk will report the next bill. 


SCHOONER AUGUSTA. 


An act (S. No. 531) to change the name of the 
schooner Augusta to Colonel Cook. 

The bill was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


JOHN PEEBLES. 
An act (S. No. 125) for the relief of John Pee- 
bles. 
‘The bill was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee of Claims. 


ST. MATTHEW'S CHURCH. 


An act for the relief of the parish of St. Mat- 
thew’s church, in the city of Washington. 

The bill was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee for the District of Co- 
lumbia. 

HOCKADAY & LIGGET. 


An act for the relief of Hockaday & Ligget. 
The bill was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 
STATE OF THE UNION. 


The business on the Speaker’s table having 
been disposed of— 

Mr. SIMMS said: I call for the special order 
of business. The gentleman from Ohio [Mr 
oe was upon the floor, having been recog- 
nized by the Chair. The gentleman from Ken- 
tucky [Mr. Burnett] then rose, and asked him 
to yield to a motion to proceed to the business on 
the Speaker’s table. e did so, and that bust- 
ness having now been disposed of, I call for the 
regular order of business, which is, the consider- 
ation of the special order. 

Mr. CORWIN. I understand that my o!- 
league from Ohio waived his right to the floor for 
the purpose of making my motion. If Lam mis- 
taken, Saaen say so. 

Mr. SIMMS. I rise toa point of order; and I 
want the decision of the Chair upon it. The gen- 
tleman from Ohio [Mr. Hurcuins] was recos- 
nized; and | want to know whether this lnterrup- 
tion comes out of his time? 
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Mr. CORWIN. The gentleman from Ohio 
has not commenced his speech, and of course this 
will not come out of his time. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I would say to the gentle- 
man from Ohio that the gentleman from Kentucky 
([Mr. Simms} desires to speak to-day; and this 
motion can be made after to-day. I desire tosay 
that on Tuesday or Wednesday there will be pub- 
lic business before the House for its ato ee 
tion, whether the special order is pending or not. 
There will be several appropriation bills returned 
from the Senate with amendments; there will be 
territorial and other bills. 

Mr. BURNETT. 
the special committee to allow his motion to go 





over until Monday. His colleague is entitled to | 


the floor; and my colleague from Kentucky de- 
sires tofollow him. Let the motion go over until 
Monday, and allow these gentlemen to occupy 
the floor now. 

Mr. SIMMS. I will state to the gentleman 
from Ohio that I have no particular desire to speak 
to-day; and if he desires to make his motion, I am 
nerfectly willing. 

Mr. CORWIN. I only wish to postpone the 
special order after to-day until next Thursday. 


Mr. HINDMAN. I am one of those long-suf- | 


fering individuals, who have had no opportunity 
to speak upon the special order. I may well sac- 
rifice my wishes in that behalf, and propose, as 
a compromise proposition, that we shall take a 
vote now. We might save the Union. 

Mr. BRABSON. I would ask the gentleman 
from Ohio to postpone the final vote upon this 
question until the peace convention has acted, 


THE CON 


I appeal to the chairman of || be heard. 


provided they act during the present session of | 


Congress, and fix no special day. 
TheSPEAKER. The motion before the House 


is to postpone the special order after to-day until | 


Thursday next. 
The motion was agreed to. 
The House was addressed by Mr. HUTCH- 
INS. 
pendix. ] 
Mr. SIMMS obtained the floor. 


Mr. COX. With the pernsission of my Mend | 


from Kentucky, I desire to make a remark. 

Mr. CASE. I rise to a point of order. It is, 
that the floor is assigned to the gentleman from 
Kentucky; and I insist that he shall occupy it, 
or yield it. 

Mr. COX. I appeal to my friend from Indiana 
whether that is very great courtesy. 

Mr. CASE. The gentleman from Ohio has oc- 
cupied much more time upon this floor than the 
gentleman’s colleague. 

Mr. COX. I have made but one speech; and 
my remarks, by his consent, will come out of the 
time of the gentleman from Kentucky. 

Mr. HUTCHINS. If the gentleman makes an 
explanation, I shall ask the privilege of replying. 

ir. COX. I do not desire to make an expla- 
nation, but only to put things right. 

Mr. CASE. If ere to put things right, 
it would require two hours upon what the gentle- 
man himself has said. 

Mr. COX. It may take the gentleman two 
hours to put himself right. l cai put myself right 
in five minutes. I want to say a word only, in 
"er to my colleague from the Ashtabula district. 

e SPEAKER. The gentleman can only do 
so by unanimous consent, or by the gentleman 
from Kentucky yielding the floor. 

_Mr.SICKLES. If it does not come out of the 
time of the gentleman from Kentucky, I presume 
there will be no objection. 

Mr. CASE. I object. 

_Mr. SICKLES. Nothing throws so much 
light upon a discussion as to have a reply imme- 
diately following the speech. 

Mr. LOGAN. You are afraid to give him a 
hearing. No wonder you are trying to district 
him out of Congress. 

Mr. ASHLEY. I shall object, unless my col- 
league from the Ashtabula district has the same 
time for reply. 

Mr. COX. That would be very generous and 

rave; but lam not asking any favor from the 
fentiomsin from Ohio, [Mr. Asuiey.] My col- 
eague (Mr. Hurcuis] had an hour; I only ask 

Vg minutes. 

Mr. SIMMS resumed the floor, and addressed 
the House for an hour. [His speech will be pub- 
lished in the Appendix. } 


{His speech will be published in the Ap- || 
|| emplar. 
| his attack upon Governor Corwin by his attack | 





| Mr. CAMPBELL obtained the floor. 
| Mr. COX. If the gentleman will give way, I 
| desire to occupy the floor until the recess. 
| league, I move that the House adjourn. 


| 
} 
| 
| 


| that the order now is, to take a recess from four 

| o’clock until seven. If the motion to adjourn pre- 
| vails, the recess will be lost; and we shall not 
| meet again till Monday. . 

| Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. Thegentlemanfrom 
| Ohio requests a hearing of the House, and prom- 
| ises to occupy only five minutes. I hope he will 


1 


|| The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania yield to the gentleman from Ohio? 
‘|| Mr. CAMPBELL. If there is no objection, I 
|| will do so. 

No objection was made. 

Mr. GROW. Then my motion to adjourn will 
| stand. 
| The SPEAKER. Yes, sir. The gentleman 
| 





| from Ohio has five minutes, and will proceed. 
Mr. COX. That is all that is necessary for me 
| in this debate. I was surprised that my colleague 
| from the Ashtabula district, at the conclusion of 
|| his attack upon my colleague, [Governor Cor- 


| him a question in explanation of his argument 
} 

rection. I asked him the question, whether or 
not he was in favor of suppressing all such publi- 
cations as the Helper book and Theodore Par- 





the robbery and murder of masters by their slaves 
| to obtain heir freedom? 

|| answer the question. 
that he represented a constituency who are con- 


|| plained, and of which he (Mr. Hutcurys} is the 


| 
| tinually preaching and publishing that very sedi- 
| 
! 


defender, and of which John Brown was the ex- 
The gentleman knew, when he covered 


upon me, that he represented some of the very 
/men who had been engaged in raids upon their 
| neighbors’ lives and property. I cannot, sir, fail 
| to remember that his sensibility about certain dis- 


|| closures that have transpired in relation to the Re- 


| publican executive of Ohio, in refusing to deliver 
| to Virginia such miscreants, is no doubt caused 
by the fact that some of the renegades and rascals 





|” Mr. HUTCHINS. 


| that. 


in the conspiring treason of his own district. I 
state these facts openly,and in my place; because 
they are wrongs, and with a view to their remedy 
by proper measures. 

But, sir, | wanted to call attention especially to 
an ungenerous attack upon myself. I did not 
expect it from the gentleman. He said I was 
| always very busy in the House furnishing facts 
—yes, facts, sir—for southern members to attack 
the North here. I would like him to name the 





youcan! I will pause for you to name one. 
tleman from Virginia, Mr. Leake, was discuss- 
ing the conduct of Governor Dennison 
r COX. Yes, sir; I was about to refer to 
I asked the privilege of Governor Leake to 
| take the floor; and in my place I gave the facts to 
| the House and the country, and not to Governor 
Leake; I gave them with a view to the proper 
remedy, and from no other motive. I meet these 
issues openly, here and elsewhere. I stand here 








with a duty to the whole country. 


when I have information that the Constitution 
and laws have been violated anywhere, and that 
—s wrongs have been done to our own mother 
tate of Virginia and our own sister State of Ken- 
tucky, I will never hesitate, both here and at 
home, to denounce the unfaithful men, eventhough 
they do disgrace the State of Ohio. [Applause 
in the galleries.] The gentleman undertakes to 
acknowledge that Iam sake man. Good God! 
What an admission to come from the successor 
of Joshua R. Giddings! [Renewed applause.] 
How refreshing from a man like my colleague, 
who was nominated and elected because he was 
more radical than Mr. Giddings himself! Mr. 
| Giddings could teachinsurrection. We know how 


|| win,] should have attacked me. Why he did so, | 
|| I know not; unless it be from the fact that I asked 


| about incendiary publications to provoke insur- 


| ker’s programme, published in the Tribune, for | 


The gentleman ‘did not | 
He shirked it; for he knew | 


tion of which my colleague [Mr. Corwiy] com- | 


southern man to whom I furnished facts, in tie | 
manner or for the purpose stated. Name him, if | 


I think that when the gen- | 


I speak not | 
alone for my own district, and my own State. But | 


| 
| 





| 
| 


| 
| 


| 


of John Brown’s conspiracy had a protecting egis | 
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| 
' 


he taught ithere for twenty years. He could or- 
ganize conspiracies in the gentleman’s district, 
for the purpose of attacking the officers of the law 


Mr. GROW. With the permission of my col- || and defeating its execution—not stopping at mur- 


: ) | der to accomplish such designs. 
The SPEAKER. The House will understand || the ‘ shooting down as pirates” of officers en- 


He could advise 


gaged in executing the laws of the United States. 
If Mr. Giddings, who had no scruples as to mur- 
der in defeating the law, was left at home, how 
far would the gentleman go who superseded Mr. 


Giddings because he was more ultra and reliable 
than Mr. Giddings. 


Here the hammer fell]. 
he SPEAKER. The question is on adjourn- 
ment. 

Mr. HUTCHINS. Iam sure the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania will allow me five minutes to 
reply to my colleague. 

Mr. COX. I object to my colleague going on, 
unless I have an opportunity to reply. He would 
not give me an opportunity to answer his charges. 
He had an hour and I had only five minutes. 

Mr. SICKLES. There has been one round 
on each side, as was agreed The contest is 
closed. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I hope the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. Cox] does not intend to shut the door 
down against his colleague. Give him five min- 
utes. 

Mr. HUTCHINS. The gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania has yielded me the floor. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on the mo- 
tion to adjourn. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I hope that, by unanimous 
consent, the gentleman (Mr. Horcutns| will be 
allowed five minutes to reply to his colleague. 

Mr. BARR. I hope the House will adjourn. 

The SPEAKER. The question on adjourn- 
ment must be put. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. ThenI hope the House 
will vote it down. 

The question was taken; and the House refused 
to adjourn. 

The SPEAKER. Unless otherwise ordered, 
— Chair will order a recess when it comes to four 
o’clock. 


Mr. BURNETT. Let us agree, by unanimous 


|| consent, that the gentlemen [Messrs. Cox and 


Hurcnins] shall have five minutes apiece on this 
interesting discussion, 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I rise toa point 
of order. The House gave its unanimous consent 
that, in consideration of the gentleman having time 
to er we should take an adjournment, notwith- 
standing the hour of four might in the mean time 

arrive; so that, although that time should pass, 
the House would still, by unanimous consent, 
have a vote on the motion to adjourn. 

Mr. SICKLES. We have no objection to re- 
newing the debate on equal terms—five minutes 
to each gentleman. 

The SPEAKER. That being the understand- 
ing, there will be no difficulty in letting each of 
the gentlemen have five minutes. 

Mr. BURNETT. I want it understood they 
are to have five minutes each. 

TheSPEAKER. Certainly. Go on. [Laugh- 
ter.] The Chair gives notice he will watch the 
time closely. (Laughter.] 

Mr. HUTCHINS. Toward my colleague, per- 
sonally, I entertain no other feeling than that of 
kindness. Against his political acts I have had, 
and now have, some little criticism to make; be- 
cause, on every possible occasion that he could 
get the ear of this House, he has seen fit to de- 
nounce my constituents as enemies to the Union, 
and as abettors of the raid of John Brown. He 
even brought against the judges of the State the 
charge of singing the Marseillaise on the bench; 
and also against the citizens of the Western Re- 
serve, the same charge of singing the same patri- 
otic song—through their noses. [Laughter.} 

Now, my constituents are a humane and Chiris- 
tian people. They are opposed to cruelty in an 
shape, or to any sort of people; and if they ha 
known the sensitiveness of my colleague, and the 
nervousness of his disposition, they certainly 
never would have sung in his presence that beau- 
tiful Marseillaise, to which he objects, with the 
nasal twang. [Laughter.]} 

I found fault with my colleague because he un- 
dertook to furnish the gentleman from Virginia, 
{Mr. Leaxe,|]—who is, in good faith, I believe, 

| in favor of secession as a remed y—with materials 








a LULL 


surrendcr of criminals on the application of the 
Governor of Virginia. I thought that was unfair 
on the part of my colleague. 


to prejudice him against the people and Governor | That godless old man, after spending a public life | 
of Ohio, growing out of the controversy for the || devoted to hate, i}l will, and sedition, was retired | if it were necessary; and I have stated the mean- 
because he did one thing that was right—voted || ing and the substance of it. 


| for the Crittenden-Montgomery bill. 


Mr. LEAKE. Will the gentleman permit me? || 


{Cries of **No!”’ * No!”’ and laughter.| The gen- 
Ueman’s time can be extended. [Repeated shouts 
of ** No!”’ ** No!” * Let him go on!” &e.] 
_Mr.SICKLES. No interference from any out- 
sider. 
Mr. CURTIS. I object to any other interrup- | 


tions. 


must not be interrupted. 
running fast. 

Mr. HUTCHINS. I thought it hardly fair or 
patriotic on his part thus further to add fuel to 
the flame of southern excitement, if the real ob- 
ject of the gentleman was to preserve this Union 


{ Laughter. | i] 


| a ray of benignity, he finds, as the consequence | 


| 


| itarian phrases and took upon his profane lips the 


instead of endeavoring to destroy it; and there- || 


fore, I said that I thought, not from anything he | 
said, but from his conduct on this floor, that he 
was willing to preserve the glorious Union if he 
could do it by demoralizing and prejudicing the | 
~— mind against the Republican party, so that 
ve could aid in restoring his own party to power. 
That was the reason I commented on his conduct. | 
I thought it was unfair. 
I have made no attack on my other colleague, 
[Mr. Corwin;] and if I did, he is abundantly 
competent to defend himself, without the aid of 
the gentleman. I criticized, to be sure,as I had | 


a right to do, some of the positions which he saw || 


fitto take in his report. I have denounced no- 
body who may not agree with me in regard to 
these matters. We have all a perfect right to | 
differ, and to differ as Republicans and friends of | 
the Union. Therefore, the gentleman [Mr. Cox] | 
can make no capital against me, either in my dis- 
trict, or anywhere else, by charging me with an 
attack on Governor Corwin. 
The gentleman has made an attack upon Mr. 
Giddings. He needs no defense from me. His 
acts in this House for twenty years will stand | 
the test of criticism now and hereafter. Attacks 
are frequently made upon him by meanbers here; | 
and I will only say, that his name will be remem- | 
bered with gratitude when the naines of those who | 
assail him are forgotten. I deny that he has coun- | 
tenanced insurrection on this floor or elsewhere. | 
Now, this is all that I desired to say. [am | 
willing that my constituents shall stand by their, 
record, shall stand by their position. I will stand 
by mine. I am in favor of the Union as it is, and | 


as our fathers gave it to us; but I do not think it || 


can be preserved by sacrificing those very prin- | 


| ness, many rivals; but if we measure men’s guilt 


, /and bloody strife. 
The SPEAKER. ‘The gentleman from Ohio || 


His five minutes are || 


race only to hide his hate for the white race who 
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He has | 
since been making up for his loss of office by the | 
virulence of bis spleen, and the outlawry of his | 
conduct. He has, as | have once shown here, in- | 
stigated servile insurrections; and now, at the end 
of a misspent life, which is scarcely silvered by 


of his teaching and conduct, a disrupted Union,a 
terrified people, and the prospect of unending hate 
If there was mercy for the 
thief upon the cross, there may be mercy for him. 
God grant him repentance before he fills his dis- 
honored grave! But what a life he has lived! 
He talked the language of love to the black 


veople our southern States. He paraded human- 


name of God only to cloak his malice and sanc- 
tify his hate. He has had, in specific wicked- 


by the objects upon which they are bent, who 

can teil the magnitude of that portentous crime | 
which causelessly dismembers to destroy the 
American Republic? Assuch a Republic has no 
parallel, so such acriminal has no peer. But my 
colleague praises him and commends him to im- 
mortal honor! Nero had a friend, who placed | 
immortelles upon his tomb, and the worst fiends 
of the French revolution had their defenders after 
death; but were this old man now dead, and thus 
powerless in his party at home,even my colleague 


| would shrink from the task of embalming his bad 


memory. It will,after death, only be remembered 

to be execrated. His late letters to my colleague | 
{[Mr. Corwin] and his compatriot, Mr. Ewing, 
show that age, which so often reclaims the most | 


| reprobate soul, has not withered, nor custom, | 


which so often tires of its baleful work, has not | 
staled, the infinite variety of his malice and his 

madness. History, in its record of this great anti- | 
slavery sedition, and its consequent revolution, 


| will only picture the whiteness of his hair, to con- | 


trast it with the blackness of that purpose which 


ciples on which it is based. If the cause of liberty || 


is to be betrayed and crucified in the year of grace 
1861, L trust that there will not be found among 
its apostles a betrayer and crucifier. 

Mr.COX. The last remark of the gentleman 
shows just where he is. He says he is for the 
Union, but with an * if and and;”’ qualifying his 
remark with the phrase that he is only for the 
Union, ** if liberty be not crucified.’”, He knows, 
or ought to know, that the Union is the only | 
shield of liberty. But he means, if he means any- 
thing, that, if there be power in the Government | 
to crush out slavery, either in the Territories or 
in States, then he is for the Union; but he is not | 
for it, if it does not give that power. He is not | 
for it, unless he can make it the instrument of his | 
fanaticism. I say that I am for the Union, with- 
out qualification or condition, now and all the 
time. I will do what the gentleman will not— 


ure of the committee of thirty-three. But my | 
colleague [Mr. Hurcuts] attacks it. Why? 


publican Governor, will be then in the position to 


| 
} 


| LEY,]—who interfered so ungenerously to prevent 
_me from replying—belongs to the cursing class, | 


yield and compromise much for its salvation, The || 
gentleman said in his speech, a while ago, that I | 


would be for the een the Republican || 


i 


rty should be crushed out. I do not know, 


r. Speaker, but that it may be necessary to roll | 


the Juggernaut car over this Republican party to 
save the Union; but I would even be willing to 


if I could see that it would conduct the Govern- | 
ment on principles like those of my colleague, | 
~ Corwa,]} which would preserve the Union. 

would be willing to surrender party supremacy, 





| 


if thereby we could keep the old stars and stripes | 


floating over the national Congress. [Applause.] | 


Mr. Speaker, there are various classes of Re- || 


ublicans. The gentleman (Mr. Hutcuins] be- | 
ongs to the worst of the Abolition wing; and well | 


may he defend his predecessor, Mr. Giddings. || tion. 


| 


| Corwiy and Sranton] belong to this latter class. 
| But they have not the confidence of the body of 


ive a lease of power for fifty years to that party, || 








for years and years has pursued a crusade whose || 
terrible consummation is upon us, in the crumb- |) 


ling away of our States and the destruction of their | 


| 
unity. || 


The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Corwin] be- 
longs to a different class of Republicans. He is | 


of that class with which I most agree in these || 


matters of conciliation for the Union. He has | 
reported a proposition in respect to the return of | 
fugitives from justice, which was in response to 
a resolution that I offered some time before, and 
which is called for by a resolution offered within 
a few days by a leading Republican member of | 
the Ohio Legislature. 1 am in favor of that meas- | 


3ecause the United States judges, and not a Re- 


take the John Browns and Oliver Browns and 
Merriams out of his district, so that he cannot 
thereafter get their votes. 

I said that there are several classes of Repub- 
licans. There is a pious class; there is a cursing 
class; there is a fighting class; and there is a 
patriotic class. The gentleman [Mr. Hurcnmis] 
flenee to the pious class; they believe all they 
say. The doughty member from Ohio, (Mr. Asn- 


Pameagapenean 





They do not believe anything, but profess just 
enough to get them into Congress. The fighting | 
class are very brave—in time of peace. I will not | 
name those who belong to this class. Then there 
is another class, composed of those who have a 
leaven of patriotic feeling. My colleagues (Messrs. 


| 
their party in Ohio. [A voice: ** How do you | 
know that?’’] How do I know it! Because your | 
party in convention, last year and the year before, 
assed resolutions almost unanimously, that the 
lagitive slave law was unconstitutional, and should 
not be executed. 
Mr. HUTCHINS. Oh,no! 
Mr.STANTON. Thegentleman does notstate 
the resolution correctly. Every member of the 
committee that reported it agreed to that resolu- 


|| reply. 





—————————————— — 


utes. 


Mr. COX. I could state the very words of it, 


It declared that the 
fugitive slave law was *‘ subversive of both the 
rights of the States and the liberties of the people, 
and as contrary to the plainest duties of humanity 
and justice, and abhorrent to the moral sense of 
the civilized world.’? Is the gentleman in favor 
of executing an outrage upon the civilized world? 
Yes, sir, his whole party are committed to the 
demoralization of the Federal authority, not only 
- such resolutions, but by judicial decision, 
hy the gentleman himself [Mr. STanton] voted 
for the chief justice of his State; and he knew, 
and they all knew, that when he was nominated 
and elected, the issue was made upon that judge’s 
decision, overruling the decision of the Supreme 
Court of the United States in favor of the consti- 
tutionality of the fugitive slave law. Here is 
where disunion begins. It begins at home, sir; 
in your own State and in your own party and in 
our own breast. Your party retiatied 0 man 
ecause he had nullified the Constitution; because 
he had broken the oath which he had taken before 
God, to support the Constitution of the United 


| States. The whole party in that vote (including 


my colleagues) were guilty of moral treason. 
{Applause in the galleries. ] 

{Elere the hammer fell.) 

Mr. STANTON. I should like very much to 
have about five minutes to reply to my colleague. 
{Cries of **Go on!” and ** Object !’’} 

The SPEAKER. The question ison the mo- 
tion to adjourn. 

The motion was disagreed to. 

Mr. STANTON obtained the floor. 

Mr. BURNETT. I have no objection to the 
gentleman going on for five minutes, if his col- 
league [Mr. Cox] may have another five minutes 
in reply. I want to see a fair fight, if this thing 
isto goon. [Cries of ** Agreed !’’] 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I propose that my 
friend from Kentucky [Mr. Burnett] shall be 
designated to oppose Ri 

Mr. STANTON. I have heard that charge 
fronfsundry gentlemen. 

Mr. SICKLES. I desire to know, before the 
gentleman from Ohio proceeds with his remarks, 
whether it is understood that his colleague in 
front of me [Mr. Cox] is to have the right to 
It is usual to allow an interval for fresh 
training before a new combat; but we have entire 
confidence in our friend here. It must be under- 
stood that he is to have the right to reply. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will execute any 
understanding the House may see fit to make. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. If it is understood, by 
unanimous consent, that this is not to interfere 
with my right to the floor when the special order 
comes up on next Thursday, I will make no ob- 
jection to giving each of these gentlemen five min- 
[Cries of ** Agreed !”? ** Agreed !’’} 

No objection being made, five minutes was as- 


| signed each—to Mr. Stanton and Mr. Cox. 


Mr. STANTON. 1 do not care myself, per- 
sonally, anything about the remarks of my col- 
league; but for the sake of the truth of history, 
and to prevent mfsrepresentation of the party to 
which lbihonnst desire to correct what has been 
so often said here, as to myself and the chairman 
of the committee of thirty-three not being repre- 
sentative men of the Republican party. 

Now, sir, I wasa member of the committee that 
reported the resolution to which my colleague has 
so frequently referred in debate upon this floor. 
[ concurred in that resolution then, and I concur 
in it to-day. I hold a fugitive slave law which 
authorizes the capture of freemen without the 
slightest chance of trial, without a hearing before 
any court or any officer known to the law, to be 
an outrage upon civilization. I hold that doctrine 
to-day; and I hold itto be the solemn duty of this 
Congress, either in the form prescribed in the re- 
port of the committee of thirty-three, or in some 
other mode, to provide some guard against kid- 
napping men without the power of ascertaining 
whether they are slaves or not. That, sir, isthe 
doctrine of the Republican party of Ohio, my col- 
league [Mr. Corwix] and myself included. There 
is no controversy about it. ‘The Republican party 
of Ohio assumes the responsibility of that posiypn 
and that resolution, and are ready to stand upon 
it and sustain it, 

Now, Mr. Speaker, when we denounced that 
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fugitive slave law we did not recognize the right 
of each man, upon his own responsibility, to nul- 
lify and resist Us execution or to question its con- 
stitutionality. We understand perfect!” well that 
that question is to be tested b the judicial tribu- 
nals; and I hold it to be the duty of every good 
citizen to acquiesce in the judgment of such tribu- 
nal, whatever it may be, until it shall be reversed 
by a higher tribunal. That is the position of the 
Republican party of Ohio. 

But, sir, Lam told that I voted for a judge who 
held this fugitive slave law to be unconstitutional. 
[certainly did so vote, and [ certainly shall always 
yote for a judge with strict reference to his integ- 
‘rity and hiscapacity, without considering the ques- 
tion as to whether I concur with him upon every 
decision he makes upon the bench or not. I will 
not take special demurrers upon the stump. I will 
not inquire whether each specific decision he has 
made was right or wrong, because I never knew 
a judge in all of whose opinions I concurred. I 
therefore supported the judge to whom the gentle- 
man refers because of my confidence in his abil- 
ity and in his integrity. It is true, he decided 
that Congress had no power to pass any law for 
the recapture of fugitive slaves. In that decision 
Ido notconcur. I hold the question to be con- 
cluded by the practice of the Government for the 
Jast sixty years. If it were an original question 
| should concur with him; but I am one of those 
who believe that something ought to be settled, 
and that the uniformly settled practice of the 
Government for three generations is sufficient. 
This being a question of that sort—a question that 
has been so settled—I would acquiesce init. Judge 
Brinkerhoff decided otherwise. 


reason Why I should not vote for him. He was 


a better lawyer than his opponent; he was, in my | 


judgment, a more honest man, and a man in every 
and my colleague can make the most of it. 
{Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. COX. My colleague from Ohio [Mr. Stan- 
TON] steps in advance of my colleague from the 
Ashtabuladistrict, (Mr. Hurecnins,]toshicld him. 

Mr. STANTON. Not at all. 

Mr. COX. Yes, sir; for he knows very well 
he is not as obnoxious, in the respect to which I 
referred, as the gentleman from the Ashtabula dis- 
trict. The gentleman makesa sort of defense for 
his supportof Judge Brinkerhoff. Now, sir, Lhave 
some respect for the gentleman from the Ashta- 
bula district, (Mr. Hutcuins,] because he believes 
what he says, and will stand up, under all circum- 
stances, for the doctrines of his party. He de- 
fends Judge Brinkerhoff even in respect to the nulli- 
fication of the fugitive slave law; but the other 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Stanton] says, ‘‘ oh, 
no! I donotdefend Judge Brinkerhoftf’s nullifica- 
tion doctrine, but | voted for him, because l am 
for an independent judiciary.”” Well, sir, ldo not 
take issue with him upon that point as to the in- 
dependence of the judiciary; but I do take issue 
with him when he claims that such independence 
should be sustained when it becomes nullification. 
It may become those who think like myself; but 
it does not become gentlemen who voted for this 
judge to find fault with southern men, because they 
have nullified the Federal authority, whea, by the 
confession of my colleague before the nation to- 
day, he, and two hundred and twelve thousand 
other Ohio Republicans, voted for a chief justice 
of that State on the question being made whether 
or not the Constitution of the country should 
stand. He voted, by his own confession, for a 
judge who had, in so far as he could, nullified that 
Constitution. 

That judge had decided that ‘the decision of 
the United States court on these questions should 
settle nothing;”’ and my colleague voted for him. 
He declared ‘‘ against the omnipotence of the 
Federal power’? with respect to these very ques- 
tions fixed in the Constitution; and m lated 
colleague justified that judge by his vote, by his ac- 
tion, and by the action of his whole party. He did 
this on the direct issue being made and understood, 
from one end of the State to the other. Though 
hé did not agree with his decision, yet he sus- 


But that was no | 


“— better qualified ; and therefore I voted for him, | 





| 
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tion of the country is at stake; when southern | State Department; which was referred to the Com- 
States are convulsed by the action of northern || mittee on the Library. 
States violative of confederative faith; when this || 


very question is mooted from one end of the coun- 
try to the other; then, for a great party to meet in 
convention, repudiate a law of Congress declared 
to be constitutional by the supreme judicial tri- 
bunal, and justify, by nominating, the man who 
had nullified it, is it not monstrous? Then for 
such men to come here and claim to support the 
Constitution ang the Union! Why, sir, with 
some it may be ignorance; with others inconsist- 
ency; with the rest hypocrisy; but with all trea- 
son! I shall leave to my colleagues their choice 
of these classifications. What have they done 
but broken down the Constitution by insidious 
sapping and mining—almost as bad, if not worse 
than the bold, open, rebellious breaches of the 
laws of the United States, such as we unhappily 
see in our extreme southern States? 
{Here the hammer fell.} 


DEFICIENCY BILL. 
Mr. SPAULDING. Irise toa privileged ques- 
tion, The committee of conference on the disa- 
greeing votes between the two Houses on the 


it 
| 


deficiency bill have, after full and free conference, | 


beenunabletoagree. The disagreement was par- 
ticularly on the Senate amendment appropriating 
$300,000 to the Chiriqui Improvement Company, 
and the Senate amendment granting extra com- 
pensation for the Kickapoo land office. It is un- 
derstood the Senate will ask for another commit- 
tee of conference. 

And then, on motion of Mr. GROW, (at four 
o’clock and twenty minutes, p. m.) the House 
adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, February 11, 1861. 
Prayer by Rev. J. J. Buttock, D. D., of Lex- 
ington, Kentucky. 


The Journal of Saturday last was read and ap- 
proved, 


GEORGE H. GIDDINGS. 


Mr. WADE. 


I move to take up a private 
bill 


Mr. BIGLER. We must get in our memo- | 


rials first. 

Mr. WADE. 
I do it because 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Bricut 
inthe chair.) It is the duty of the Chair to re- 
ceive memorials first. 

Mr. WADE. I suppose I can move to post- 
pone them. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
can move tu postpone the prior order of busi- 
ness. - 

Mr. WADE. I will state to the Senate that 
Mr. Hamitton, of Texas, of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, has this little bill in charge, and he is 


I understand it is all right; and 





obliged to go away, and he wants it passed before | 


he goes. It will take but a moment, I presume. 
I understand it is al] right. It is a joint resolu- 


tion of the House of Representatives (No. 62) for | 


the benefit of George H. Giddings, for services in 
aes the mails. 
r. CRITTENDEN. Are petitions in order? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Ohio has moved to postpone the prior order 
of business, for the purpose of taking up fhe joint 
resolution indicated by him. 

The motion was not agreed to, 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 
Mr. WADE presented four petitions of citi- 


zens of Philadelphia, in favor of the Union, the | 


Constitution as it is, and the enforcement of all 
the laws; which were ordered to lie on the table. 





| 
| 
| 


| 


Mr. KENNEDY presented the memorial of | 
E. A. H. Adams, George W. Thompson, and {| 
Thomas H. Green, praying that authority may be || zens of Montgomery county, in the State of Penn- 


given to the Secretary of the Navy to adjust and 
settle charges for boarding and attendance of three 
men, attach 
who were area by the 


tained the unjust judge. I would also vote for a || the 14th July, 1859; which was referred to the 


judge, though 1 differed from him on a matter 
involving dollars, or a horse, or a contract, or 
Something of that nature. But I will pause when 


his decision is subversive of order, law, author- | 


ity, and the Constitution. When the Constitu- 


| 
| 
! 


| 


Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. PEARCE presented the memorial of C. 
B. Norton, praying that an appropriation may 
be made for the purchase of certain manuscripts 


} 
' 


| 


Mr. BIGLER presented the proceedings of a 


|| Union mass meeting of the citizens of Venango 


county, Pennsylvania, in favor of the compro- 
mise measures proposed by Mr. Critrenpen; 
which were ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented the proceedings of a meeting 
of Democrats and other citizens of Chestereounty, 
Pennsylvania, held on the 28th January, 1861, in 
favor of the compromise measures proposed by 
Mr. Critrenven; which were ordered to lie on 
the table. 

He also presented a memorial of citizens of 
Philadelphia, praying for the adoption of the com- 
promise measures proposed by Mr. Critrenpven; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr.WIGFALL. I present the memorial of W. 
C. Jewett, favoring the patriotic motives prompt- 
ing the Crittenden-Bigler resolutions, but opposed 
to petitions favoring them, as calculated to mis- 
lead the people (amendments to the Constitution 
not being required) and showing the remedy—an 
entire change of representation, and power to 
elect. It was handed to me with the request that 
it be presented; and, as it has a Union-saving 
tendency, | present it, and leave it to the Senate 


to dispose of it. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
the table. 

Mr. GRIMES presented a memorial of citizens 
of Philadelphia, in favor of the Union, the Con- 
stitution as it is, and the enforcement of all the 


It will lie on 


| laws; which was ordered to lie on the table. 





Mr. HARLAN presented a petition of Isaac W. 
Griffith, register of the land office of Fort Des 
Moines, lowa, praying for the reimbursement of 
money paid for clerk hire; which was referred to 
the Committee on Public lands. 

Mr CRITTENDEN. I rise again, Mr. Pres- 
ident, to discharge the agreeable duty of present- 
ing to the Senate various petitions praying for the 
settlement of the great national troubles which 
now impend over the country, on the basis of the 
resolutions which I have offered, or something 
similar to them. 

The first isa petition from citizens of Newbury- 
port, Massachusetts. I desire to have it read. It 
is a petition very ree signed. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 

To the honorable Senate and House of Representatives in 
Congress assembled : The undersigned citizens of Newbury 
port, wishing their views to be correctly presented, take 
this occasion and this means of saying, that they feel that 
the unity of the country, which involves the highest indi 
vidual and public interests, the business prosperity of the 
people, the freedom of the nation, our honor as a Confed- 
eracy abroad, and the progress of republican liberty in the 
world, is in imminent peril; and they would therefore 
respectfully pray that you may, as speedily as possible, pase 
the compromise resolutions of Senator Crittenden, or 
some others embodying such principles as will satisfy the 
substantial and conservative masses of the people North 
and South, and thus allay the present excitement, and allow 
the nation to move forward in that path of greatness and 


power which, as a united peopie, is marked out for it in 
the future. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN. From a part of the 
Union very remote from that, has come another 
petition, which I beg leave to present to the Sen- 
ate, from citizens of the State of Missouri, accom- 
yanied by a flag of the old Union—one that may 
fast forever, | hope. 

1 have another memorial from the citizens of 
Clay county, in the State of Missouri, and two 
others from the same State and county; another 
from citizens of Attleborough, in the State of Mas- 
sachusetts; another from citizens of the county of 
Clay, in the State of Missouri;and the proceedings 
of a public meeting held in the city of Charles- 
town, Massachusetts, adopting resolutions pray- 
ing for the settlement and adjustment of these dif- 
ficulties, and to the same effect as the petitions. 
They desire them to be laid before the Senate. 

The memorials were ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. BIGLER. I present a memorial of citi- 


aylvania, who represent that thus far Congress 
has failed, and it is apparent to your petitioners 


ed to the yee at Washington, | that it is unable or unwilling, to agree upon an ad- 
ursting of a cannon on || justment of the present difficulties surrounding 


our country, and they earnestly pray Congress 


|| to pass an act enabling the people, at the ballot- 


box, to express their wishes for a settlement of 
our national troubles; either by submitting, for 
their approval or disapproval, a plan of compro- 


for the use of the library of Congress and tiie || mise, or by the resignation of the members of the 
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present Congress, and thusgive their constituents 
| 





an opposes to fill the vacancies with Congress- 
men who will respond to the wishes of the peo- 
ple that a speedy settlement may be agreed upon, 
that bloodshed and disruption of the Confederacy 
may be averted, and our beloved Union main- 
tained. I move that the memorial lie on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr, BIGLER. I present a memorial of citi- 
zens of the United States in reference to the pres- 
ent calamities of the country, in which, among 


other things, they set forth that they beg leave to || 


remind Congress that if action be not taken on 
the plan of compromise submitted by Mr. Crit- 
TENDEN, or some other plan be not adopted 
promptly, we shall be involved in civil war. I | 
move that the memorial lie on the table. 

‘he motion was agreed to. | 

Mr. BIGLER. I also present fifty-two memo- 
rials, of like character, signed by citizens of the 
county of Chester, State of Pennsylvania, bear- 
ing the signatures of twenty-two hundred and 
sixty-five persons. I ask that one of these memo- 
rials be read. 

Mr. GREEN. 

Mr. BIGLER. 
veople. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
submit the question to the Senate, whether the 
paper shall be read. 

Mr. GREEN. I object to the reading; because 
it is not according to the rule. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on reading the memorial. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Is there any rule of the 
Senate against the reading of a petition? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The rule re- 
quires that, if the reading of a paper is objected 
to, the Chair shall submit the question to the 
Senate, and the majority shall determine. 

Mr. CRITTEND Is that applicable to 
petitions, which are regulated by the Constitution | 
of the United States, in declaring that the right of | 
petition shall not be abridged ? What is the right 
of petition? Not to have their petition heard? I 
respectfully suggest that the Constitution of the | 
United States makes a rule on this subject, and | 


I object to the reading. 
It is signed by a great many 


that neither the Senate nor anybody else can vio- || 


Jate it; but I submit to the Chair whether it is not | 
a constitutional right of the people to have their 
petition read. I say itis. I do not wish to oc- 
cupy the time of the Senate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
will state the question, and chen the Senator can 
appeal, if he thinks proper. The uniform prac- 
tice of the Senate is, where the reading of a paper 
is objected to, that the Chair shall submit the 
question to the Senate. The Chair understands 
the Senator from Kentucky as objecting to his 
decision in this case. 

Mr. GREEN. There is no appeal from the 
decision of the Chair. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. But the vote 
is not yet decided, 

Mr. GREEN. I understand that. 

Mr. BIGLER. I desire to say one word —— 

Mr. GREEN. But I have the floor, and I 
desire to say my word first, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator | 
from Missouri is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. GREEN. The rule to which the Chair 
alludes is with reference to a collateral paper re- 
ferring to business pending before the Senate. 
This is a memorial or petition; and the rule ex- 
pressly says its purport shall be stated by the 
member who presents it, and that is thé end of it. 
It is not in order to read it. Out of courtesy to 
States, when State Legislatures pass resolutions, 
they are read and printed; but any others are 
never read. When business is pending, and the 
reading is called for of a paper relating to busi- 
ness pending before the Senate, and that paperis 
in the possession of the Senate, then the Chair 
would be right; but not in this case. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, The decision 
of the Chair is in conformity with the established 
usage and practice of the Senate for the last sixty 

years. 
' Mr. GREEN. It is not according to the rule, 
nevertheless. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN. The gentleman pro- | 





nounces very emphatically that petitionsare never 
read, Sir, it is very idle to enter into any con- 


ee 


Ne 


standing is, that they are often read. For con- 


j 








| ation of the petition; 


venience, it is commonly the case that the person 
presenting them does not desire it, and it is more 
frequently the case, therefore, that they are not 
reed. But it is not a rule of the Senate that they 
shall not be read—far from it. The gentleman 
misapprehends entirely the rule which he reads. 
The mover of a petition is required to state the 
purport of it, and the petition must be in respect- 
ful anguage, in order that the Senate may havea 
general understanding of it; and that shall be done, 
says the rule. Thatis pronenary to the present- 

yut he who supposes that 
that was intended as a substitute for the reading 
of the petition, entirely misapprehends the rule. 
You want to know beforehand what is the subject 
upon which persons are petitioning; it may be one 
with which we have nothing to do; and hence a 
statement is required. 

Mr. GREEN. Irise toa point of order. There 
is no appeal taken. I donot appeal; the Senator 
from Kentucky agrees with the Chair; therefore 
there is nothing open to debate. ' 

‘ Mr. CRITTENDEN. I am entitled to the 
oor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. -The Senator 
from Kentucky has the floor. 

Mr. GREEN. I make that point, that it is not 
open to debate. There is no appeal pending. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. The Senator has no 
right to interrupt me, I suppose. 

"The PRESIDING OFFICER, The Secretary 
will read the rule, if the Senator from Kentucky 
will allow it, under which the Chair has acted. 

The Secretary read the 14th rule, as follows: 

14. When the reading of a paper is called for, and the 
same is objected to by any member, it shall be determined 
by a vote of the Senate, and without debate.”’ 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. That, the gentleman 
and I understand alike. 

Mr. FITCH. That is not the rule which 
covers proceedings of this case; itis rule 24. The 
Senator from Missouri is clearly wrong. 

Mr. BIGLER. Undoubtedly he is. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary 
will read that rule. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 

‘694, After the Journal is read, the President shall first 
call for petitions and then for reports from standing com- 
mittees ; and every petition, or memorial, or other paper, 
shall be referred of course, without putting a question for 
that purpose, unless the reference is objected to by a mem- 
ber at the time such petition, memorial, or other paper is 
presented. And before any petition or memorial, addressed 


| to the Senate, shall be received and read at the table, 
| whether the same shall be introduced by the President or 
| member, a brief statement of the contents of the petition or 
} memorial shall verbally be made by the introducer.”’ 


Mr. CRITTENDEN. It exactly establishes 
what I have said, and | have nota word more to 


| say. Before presenting it at the table, the person 


| 


presenting it shall state the substance of it, so that 
it is in respectful language. 
parliamentary rule. 
Mr. BIGLER. I desire to say, as there seems 
to be some excitement on this subject 
Mr. GREEN. Irise toa point of order. I 
want to know what is the question before the 
| Senate. 


That is the general 





| The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 


before the Senate is this: the Senator from Penn- 


| sylvania submits to the Senate a petition, or a 


troversy of mere asseverations here. My under- 


memorial, and asks that it be read. The reading 
of it is objected to 

Mr. BIGLER. By the Senator from Missouri. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
submits that question to the Senate. 

Mr. GREEN. Nobody excepts to that at all. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That question 
is not debatable. 

Mr. GREEN. Nobody excepts to it. It is 
not debatable; and why not take the vote? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is, whether the r shall be read. 

Mr. DOOLIT TLE. How long is it? * 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. About fiveor 
six lines. 

Mr. BIGUER. Not more than ten lines any- 
how. It could have been read long ago. 

The motion to read the petition was agreed to; 
and the Secretary read it, as follows: 


To the Senate and 
House of Representatives of the United States: 





| The memorial of the subscribers, citizens of the county of 


Chester, and State of Pennsylvania, lly showeth: 
That in common with theirtellow-citizens, aeinadnwy 
| concerned in the present crisis of the nation, for the con- 
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tinued peace and unity of the country, and ever anxious to 
promote the common interests and happiness of all our peo- 
ple, they desire to speak words of peace, and to urge most 
earnestly and unitedly the imperative necessity for patriotic 
and prompt action, and for mutual concession and compro- 
mise, without reference to party or party platforms—waiy- 
ing all minor questions, and sinking every consideration in 
the cause of Union, and the restoration of peace to our 
nation and traternal love to the hearts of our people. 

Your memorialists therefore humbly, but earnestly, pray 
that Congress may speedily adopt, for the settlement of our 
national difficulties, such measures as are substantially em- 
braced in the plan of compromise submitted in the Senate 
ofthe United States by Senator-CritTENDEN, believing that 
propositions so just to all sections of the Union will restore 
tranquillity and lasting peace to the whole country. 

Mr. HALE and others. Read the names. 

Mr. GREEN. Oh, no. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Let us have them. 

_ The PRESIDING OFFICER. Do Senators 
insist on the reading of the names? 

Mr. HALE and Mr. BINGHAM. Certainly. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I move that the further 
reading be dispensed with. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The reading of 
the names is objected to, and the Senator from 
Rhode Island moves that the further reading of 
the paper be dispensed with. 

The motion was agreed to; and the memorial 
was ordered to lie on the table. 


INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. GREEN. I rise toa privileged motion. 
I move to reconsider the vote by which the Indian 
a bill was passed. 

he PRESIDING OFFICER. Did the Sen- 
ator vote with the majority ? 

Mr. GREEN. I voted with the majority, in 
order to make this motion. I do not ask the con- 
sideration of it now; I simply want it entered. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion 
will be entered. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. BRAGG, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs and Militia,to whom was referred the bill 
(H. R. No. 435) to refund to the Territory of 
Utah the expenses incurred in suppressing Indian 
hostilities in the year 1853, reported it without 
amendment. 

Mr. BRAGG. The Committee on Public Lands, 
to whom was referred House bill No. 943, to pro- 
vide for bringing up the arrearages of work in the 
land office at Olympia, in Washington Territory, 
have instructed me to report it back, with a rec- 
ommendation that it pass; and I also request the 
Senate to pass it now. It isin pursuance of a 
recommendation from the Department, and appro- 
priates the sum of Pom 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there objec- 
tion to the present consideration of the bill ? 

Mr. BIGLER. I object. Let us proceed with 
business regularly. 

Mr. POWELL, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to whom was referred the bill (H.R. No. 
858) granting a pension to Rufus L. Harvey, re- 
ported it without amendment, and that it ought 
not to pass. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill (H. R. No. 654) granting a 
pension to Thomas Booth, reported it without 
amendment, and that it ought not to pass. 

Mr. BAYARD. The Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, to whom was referred the memorial of 
Susan E. Gordon, widow of George Fisher, de- 
ceased, praying for the passage of such measures 
as may be necessary to execute the joint resolu- 
tion of the Ist of June, 1860, have instructed me 
to ask that the committee be discharged from its 
further consideration, and that it be referred to 
the Committee on Indian Affairs. The Commit- 
tee on Indian Affairs have before them a joint 
resolution of the House of Representatives, repeal- 
ing the resolution to which this relates; and we 
suppose the whole subject ought to be before that 
committee. 

It was so ordered. i 

Mr. SAULSBURY, from the Committee on 
Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
No. 828) for the relief of Amanda Batts, Laura 
P. W. Young, and Betsey Murdock, heirs of Bas- 
bara Walker, reported it without amendment. 

Mr. POLK, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to whom was referred the bill (H. 
R. No. 583) for the relief of the heirs and legal 
representatives of Jean A.B. Dauterive, reporte 
it without amendment. , 

Mr. GRIMES, from the Committee on Pen- 
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ions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. | 
666) for the relief of William Sutton, reported it 
without amendment, with a recommendation that 
it pass. 

Mr. THOMSON, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 
390) for the relief of Stephen Bunnell, reported it 
with an amendment, 

Mr. HALE. The Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads, to whom was referred the peti- 
tion of Daniel B. Hibbard, praying compensation 
for his services in transporting the United States 
mail between the villages of St. John’sand Lyons, 
in the State of Michigan, under his agreement 
with the deputy postmaster at St. John’s, have 
instructed me to reporta bill in his behalf, and to 
ask for its present consideration. I will state that 
this matter was referred to the committee some 
two years ago, anda report was made in favor of 

iving him $800 by the committee, when Mr. 

’uLeE was chairman, and by accident it was mis- 
laid. The report is two years old. The bill only 
gives him $800; and I ask for its immediate con- 
sideration. 

The bill (S. No. 561) for the relief of Daniel B. 
Hibbard was read, and passed to a second read- 


| 
ing. ; 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill will | 
have its second reading, if there be no objection. 
Mr. BINGHAM and others objected. 


TERRITORY OF NEVADA. 


Mr. LATHAM. I present two memorials, 
signed by between eight and ten thousand people 
from Carson Valley, commonly known as the 
Washoe diggings, praying Congress for the es- 
tablishment of a territorial government. The 
memorial is a very short one, and the parties have 
rone to a great deal of expense in getting it before 
Congresd; and I ask that it be read. 

The Secretary read, as follows: 


To the Senate and 
House of Representatives of the United States : 

Your petitioners, residents of western Utah, in the pro- 
posed new Territory of Nevada, would respectfully repre- 
sent: 

That they are greatly in need of a separate territorial 
government; that they are separated trom Great Salt Lake, 
the capital of Utah, by over six hundred miles of desert and 
wilderness, inhabited only by unfriendly Indians ; that it is 
impossible to enforce the laws of Utah, un account of the 
distance and country through which prisoners must be 
trausported to the penitentiary, and because of the un- 
friendly legislation of the Mormon people, who are enemies 
to our prosperity, and also because they deny us a just rep- 
resentation, and refuse to give us any voice in making the 
laws; that notwithstanding the best efforts of the presiding 
judges and Officers of the law and your petitioners, we are, 
and must be, until Congress shall grant relief, in a deplora- 
ble state of anarchy ; that our present population is not less 
than fifteen thousand, although the census returns do not 
show that number, from the fact that a large portion of our 
citizens were absent at the time the census was taken, on 
account of the Indian war which existed in the early part || 








of the summer, and besides, the emigration during the last | 
four months has nearly doubled the population; that the 
extent and richness of our mines are so great, that we fear 
it would destroy confidence in our veracity if we should 
state the whole truth in regard to them. The fact that the 
people of California have invested over ten million dollars 
in mines and mining operations in this country, must sat- 
isfy all that they at least appreciate, to some extent, our 
mineral resources, as compared with California. That not- 
withstanding the want of confidence which is uyiversally 
felt in new discoveries, the snowy mountains which sep- 
arate us from California, the severity of last winter, the 
Indian war last summer, and, worse than all, want of proper 
government, our progress in the development of the coun- 
try has been constant and rapid. Towns are springing up 
inevery direction ; among the most prominent are Virginia 
and Carson cities, Gold Hill, Silver City, Genoa, Washoe 
Valley, Steamboat, and Esmeralda, and in most of these are 
large and substantial stone and brick buildings. ‘The popu- 
lation is comprised of permanent residents, and a large 
number of families, with not less than $2,000,000 of capital 
employed in trade. That during the last summer and fall, 
there have been erected, and are now in operation, sixteen 
quartz-mills and twenty saw-mills, at an expense of nearly 
two million dollars. These mills furnish employment for 
not less than one thousand laborers, and the building of 

quartz-mills has but just commenced, and the saw-mills 
how erected are unable to supply the market. That we have 
a large extent of agricultural lands, which are being inclosed 
and brought into a state of subjection and cultivation; that 
the resources of this Territory, agricultural and mineral, 
- abundantly sufficient to support the population of a large 

e. 

Your petitioners would further represent that they are a 
law-abiding and Union-loving people, and are not inter- 
ested in any abstract question about the institution of sla- 
Very, but desire to be protected in their lives and property ; 
Which can never be effected in our isolated condition with- 
out a separate territorial organization. ‘\ 

Your petitioners therefore pray that Congress will grant 
relief by passing the bills now pending for the organization || 
of the Territory of Nevada; and your petitioners will ever | 
pray, as in duty bound. 
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Mr. LATHAM. I move that the memorials 


\| be referred to the Committee on Territories 


| 
The motion was agreed to. | 


DUVALL AND BROTHER. 


Mr. BRAGG. The Committee on Claims, to | 
whom was referred the joint resolution (H. R. 
No. 57) for the benefit of Duvall & Brother, have | 
instructed me to report it back with a recommenda- 
tion that it pass; and I ask the Senate to put che 
joint resolution on its passage now. Itis a House 
resolution, which appropriates $118 only. The 
committee were unanimous that it ought to pass. 
It is merely to carry into effect a previous reso- 
lution for the payment of these gentlemen; but 
owing to their names not having been contained 
in that resolution, as it ought to have been, it 
failed to effect the purpose which Congress had 
in view. I ask for the passage of the joint reso- 
lution now. 

The joint resolution (H.R. No.57) for the ben- 
efit of Duval & Brother, was considered as in 
Committee of the Whole. 

It proposes to direct the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to pay to Duvall & Brother, merchant tai- 
lors in the city of Washington, assignees of R.A. 
Davidge, the amount of money appropriated for 
the benefit of Davidge by an act of Congress ap- 
proved February 18, 1859. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Sen- 
ate, ordered toa third reading, read the third time, 
and passed. 

APPEAL IN COPYRIGHT CASES. 


Mr. BAYARD. The Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, to whom was recommitted the bill (H. R. 
No. 554) to extend the right of appeal from decis- 
ions of circuit courts to the Supreme Court of the 
United States, have instructed me to report it back, 
with an alteration of the amencments adopted by 
the Senate, which are the same in substance, but 
render the language more precise. I ask for the 
present consideration of it, because it is a bill that 
affects the right ofa great many individuals, and it 
will not take two minutes to passit. Itis only an 
alteration of the phraseology as regards theamend- 
ments which the Senate have already adopted in | 
substance. If the Senate take it up, I move to 
reconsider the second and third amendments, in 
order to put them in another form. The first 
stands. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the bill; and 
the vote adopting the second and third amend- 
ments was reconsidered. 

Mr. BAYARD. I move the adoption of the 
amendments now reported, 

The Secretary read the amendments. 

The second amendment was, after the word 
** writings,’’ in the tenth line, to insert the words 
‘* or to inventors, the exclusive right to their in- 
wenger or discoveries;’’ so that the clause will 
read: 


That from all judgments and decrees of any circuit court 
rendered in any action, suit, controversy, or case, at law or 
in equity, arising under any law of the United States grant- 
ing or confirming to authors the exclusive right to their re- 
spective writings, or to inventors the exclusive right to their 
inventions or discoveries. 


The amendment was agreed to 


The next amendment was after the word “‘lie,”’ 
in the twelfth line, to insert the words ‘at the 
instance of either party,’’ so that the clause will 
read: 


A writ of error or appeal, as the case may require, shall 
lie at the instance of either party. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was to strike out all after 
the word ‘* courts,’’in the fifteenth line, and insert | 
** without regard to the sum or value in contro- 
versy in the action;”’ so as to read: 

In the same manner and under the same circumstances 
as is now provided by law in other judgments and decrees 


of such circuit courts, without regard to the sum or valye 
in controversy in the action. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. BAYARD. These are all the amendments. 
J will state that the only effect of the bill, as now 
amended, is to place applications arising under 
the laws of copyrightand the laws in reference to 
patents on the same footing, in regard to the right 
of appeal; and it gives no further right than this: 
that it dispens@ with the limitation of the amount 
or sum in controversy, as regards the appeal to 
the Supreme Court. That is the extent of it. 

The bill was passed. 
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EXTRADITION CASE, 
Mr. GREEN. I offer the following resolution, 


and ask for its present consideration. I hope there 
will be no objection to it: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested, if not incompatible with the public interest, to 
communicate to the Senate a copy ofany correspondence 
which may have taken place betwe is Governmentand 
that of her Britannic Majesty, and of any dispatches whieh 
may have been received from the United States Minister at 
London, relative to the extradition of one Anderson, eman 


of color, charged with the commission of the crime of mur- 
der in the State of Missouri. 


Mr. SUMNER. Let it lie over. 

Mr. GREEN. I shall call it up at the earliest 
day possible, and see who will then object. 

Mr. SUMNER subsequently withdrew his 


objection; and the resolution was agreed to. 


INDIANA AND ILLINOIS TWO PER CENT, FUND. 

Mr. FITCH. There is a bill on the Vice Pres- 
ident’s desk, from the House of Representatives, 
No. 103, which I desire to call up with a view of 
having it referred with instructions. It is a matter 
of some importance, both to the Government and 
the State of Indiana. 

There being no objection, the bill (H. R. No. 
103) authorizing the payment of the two percent. 
land fund, to which the States of Illinois and In- 
diana are entitled for road purposes, to said States, 
was read the first and second times by its title. 

Mr. FITCH. I desire to make a brief state- 
ment of the reasons for the instructions which I 
shall presently move. The two per cent. fund due 
the State of Indiana has, it appears, been applied 


| usually by the United States Government to the 


payment of interest on certain Indiana bonds, 
which the Government holds in trust for Indians; 
interest otherwise unpaid by the State. A mis- 


| understanding ete to exist between the State 


and the General Government in relation to the 
liability of the former on these bonds. Some two 
or three years since the Department of the Interior 
called my attention to the condition in which these 
bonds then were, and subsequently have been. 
The State has neglected or refused to pay the in- 
terest. The Secretary of the Interior inclosed to 
me one of the bonds asa specimen of its class, 
desiring me to open a correspondence with our 
State authorities on the subject of the why and 
wherefore of the non-payment of the interest. 
I inclosed either the bond ora description of it— 
the length of time which has intervened prevents 
me from now recollecting which—to the Governor 
of Indiana, asking the information desired by the 
Department. The answer was, as I had antici- 
pated, that the bonds were of a class which the 

what is known 
bill by which the 
State proposed to surrender the Wabash and Erie 
canal to the holders of these bonds; that due notice 
having been given tothe holders to come forward 
and surrender the bonds, and take certificates of 
stock in the canal in part payment, and other 
bonds for the remainder; and the United States 
had neglected to do thf, had no claim. I de- 
sire to move areference of this bill to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary, with the instructions which I 
send to the Clerk’s desk. If the State is liable, 


| I have no idea that it desires to repudiate that 


liability; if it is not liable, the want of liability 
should be acknowledged, and the bonds surren- 


dered. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The hour for 


| the special order has arrived. 


Mr. FITCH. lask fora moment’s suspen- 
sion of the special order, that this bill may be 
referred with instructions. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unanimous 
consent, the special order will be passed over for 
the time being. The Chair hears no objection. 
The instructions proposed by the Senator from 
Indiana will be read. 

The Secretary read, as follows: 

Ordered, 'That the bill (H. R. No. 103) authorizing the 
payment of the two per centum land tund, to which the 
States of Ilinois and Indiana are entitled for land purposes, 
to said States, be-referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, with jnstruetions to report whether the State of In- 
diana is responsible for certain of its bonds, primeipal and 
interest, held by the Interior Department in trust for certain 
Indians; and if responsible, to so amend the bill as to direet 
the Secretary of the Interior to arrange with the State a 
settlement of the said bonds. 

Mr. FITCH. Doubtless this arrangement 
would have been made at the time of the transfer 
of the canal, but for the fact that no officer of the 
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Government was authorized by Congress to make 
the arrangement; and now the question is, whether 
under the circumstances the State is liable or not. 
I desire a report upon that question from the Ju- 
diciary Committee, 

Mr. TRUMBULL rose. 

Mr. FITCH. The Senator from Illinois will 
perceive that it dees not affect the two per centum 
due his State one way or the other. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I hope the Senator from 
Indiana will not persist in having that matter set- 
tled upon this bill. Tam aware that it does not 
affect the two per cent. fund so far as it applies 
to Iilinois; but it brings up a controversy about 
a disputed point that really ought not to be at- 
tached to this bill. I have no objection to a res- 
olution going to the Judiciary Committee instruct- 
ing them to inquire, and give their opinion, as to 


the liability of Indiana on the bonds which the || 
gentleman has indicated; but meee motion || 


will evidently delay this bill; and probably, at 
this stage of the session, will be the means of its 
defeat. If the Senator will put in his instructions 
as a resolution to the committee, instead of tying 
up this bill with it, I shall have no sort of objec- 
tion; but the effect will be, | very much appre- 
hend, to delay the bill in getting this invesuga- 
tiop, so that we shall have no action upon it fi 
this session. 

Mr. FITCH. The Senator will see, if he reads 
the bill, that any instruction of this kind to the 
Judiciary Committee will not prevent the payment 
of this money on the part of the General Govern- 


mentto the State of Illinois. The directions of the | 
bill are imperative, to pay the money over to the | 


States; and of course the controversy that has been 
going on for years between the Indiana State au- 





thorities and the United States will be terminated | 
somewhat summarily, and perhaps to the preju- | 


dice of the latter; as its authorities, if they respect | 


the law, will be compelled to pay the money over 
to Indiana, whetherthe State be liable in the bonds 
or not, and without any decision of that question. 
I desire that question to be settled. If Indiana is 
liable on the bonds, let us knowit; and if not lia- 


ble, pay over this two per cent. without further | 


controversy. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the motion of the Senator from Indiana, to 
refer this bill to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
with the instructions proposed by him. ; 

The motion was agreed to. 


t 


Mr. FITCH subsequently said: [ desire unan- | 


imous consent to so amend my instructions as to 
permit the Judiciary Committee to either amend 
this bill, or to reporta new one, requiring the Sec- 
retary of the Interior to make the settlement with 
Indiana. With such discretion, the committee’s 
report will not interfere with any just rights of 
Illinois. [‘* No objection.”’ 


The PRESIDLNGOFFICER. If there be no 


| 
| 
} 
| 
| 
| 


objection, the modification suggested by the Sen- | 
ator from Indiana will be made. The Chair hears | 


no objection. 
MESSAGE FROM TILE IOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Forney, its Clerk, announced that the 
House had passed the following bills of the Sen- 
ate: 

A bill (No. 111) for the relief of A. H. Palmer; 
and 

A bill (No. 531) to change the name of the 
schooner Augusta to Colonel Cook. 

The message furtherannounced that the House 
has passed the following bills; in which the con- 
currence of the Senate was requested: 

A bill (No. 988) for the relief of Susan Bayard, 
widow of A. W, Bayard, an invalid soldier of the 
war of 1812; and 

A bill (No. 990) for the relief of the legal rep- 
resentatives of Betsey Nash. 


LEGISLATIVE, ETC., APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The message further announced that the House 
had agreed to some, and disagreed to other, amend- 
ments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. No. 892) 
making appropriations for the legislative, execu- 
tive, and.judicial expenses of the Government for 
the year ending Jane 30, 1562. 


CONSULAR AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 


The message further announced that the House 
had agreed to the first, second, third, fourth, fifth, 
and sixth amendments of the Senate to the bill 


} 
| 








(H. R. No. 864) making appropriations for the 
consular and diplomatic expenses of the Govern- 
ment for the year ending June 30, 1862, and had 


agreed to the seventh amendment of the Senate || 


to the said bill, with an amendment,in which the 
concurrence of the Senate was requested. 


} ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The hour for 
_ the special order has arrived, and it must be taken 
up, unless the Senate direct otherwise. 

Mr. PEARCE. lIask the Senate to take up 
the special order. 

Mr. WILSON. What is the special order? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The special 
order is the message of the President communi- 
cating to the Senate a series of resolutions adopted 
| by the Legislature of Virginia, which was ap- 
| pointed for one o’clock to-day; but the unfinished 
business of Saturday last takes precedence, which 
| is the bill (H. R. No. 914) making appropria- 
tions for the naval service for the year ending the 
30th of June, 1862. 

Mr. WILSON. On the question of the mes- 
sage, I had the floor for one o’clock to-day; but 
| Ihave been urged to yield that point for the pur- 
_ pose of allowing the appropriation bills and the 
tariff bill to be considered. These are important, 
and I suppose the country will survive a few days 
without hearing from me. I move that the mes- 
sage of the President be postponed until Thurs- 
day next at one o’clock, and made the special 
order for that time. 

Several Senators. Say Wednesday. 

Mr. WILSON. Wednesday, | understand, will 
be taken up with counting the votes for President 
and Vice President; and to-day and to-morrow 
can be devoted to the consideration of these meas- 
ures—practical and important measures. On 
Thursday, I should like to have the floor for the 
purpose of saying a word on the subject of the 
message. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 


is on the motion of the Senator from Massacliu- 


at one o’clock. 
The motion was agreed to. 


DEFICIENCY BILL. 
Mr. GWIN. I desire now to call up the defi- 


from the committee of conference, which was un- 
| able to agree with the House committee; and I 
| moved that the Senate further insist on its amend- 
ments, and ask for another conference. It was 
| then objected to by the Senator from New Hamp- 
| shire, [Mr. Hate;] but I believe he withdraws 
| his objection, and I presume there will be no ob- 
| jection to the motion now. 
| The motion was agreed to. So it was 
j 


Resolved, That the Senate further insist upon its disa- 
greement to the amendments of the House of Representa- 
tives to the amendments of the Senate tothe bill H. R. No. 
866 ; and upon its amendments tothe said bill disagreed to 
by the House ; and that the Senate ask a further conference 
on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses thereon. 


On motion of Mr. GWIN, it was 

Ordered, That the committee of conference on the part 
of the Senate be appointed by the Vice President. 

Mr. Pearce, Mr. Bicter,and Mr. Cuark, were 
appointed. 

A message was afterwards received from the 
House of Representatives, announcing that the 
| House further insisted upon its amendments to 
| certain amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. 
| R. No. 866) to supply deficiencies in the appro- 
priations for the service of the fiscal year ending 
| the 30th of June, 1861, disagreed to by the Sen- 
| ate, and upon its disagreement to certain other 
| amendments of the Senate to the said bill, insisted 
‘on by the Senate, and agreed to the further con- 
| ference asked by the Senate upon the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses thereon, and appointed 
| Mr. Dawntet E. Sicxies of New York, Mr. J. 
| H. Camppe i of Pennsylvania, and Mr. Cyrus 
| Acpricn of Minnesota, managers at the same on 
the part of the House. 

NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
' resumed the consideration of the bill (H. R. No. 
| 914) making appropriations for thg naval service 

for the year ending the 30th of June, 1862, which 
had been reported from the Committee on Finance 
_with amendments. ‘The first amendment of the 
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| 


setts to pospone the message of the President, | 
and make it the special order for Thursday next | 


ciency bill. On Saturday last I made a report | 


It is a matter of opinion as to what it is worth. 


February 11, 


committee was to strike out from lines seventy-five 
to seventy-eight inclusive, in the following words: 
| _ For the purchase of the right to use in the United States 
| Navy, on steamships and propellers, a governor to a marine 
steam-engin’, provided the Secretaryot the Navy may deem 
it expedient, $25,000.” 

And to insert in lieu thereof: 


For the purchase of the right to use in the United States 
Navy, on steamships and propellers, in navy-yards, or oth. 
erwise, whenever the Government of the United States 
may choose to use the same, Sargeant’s steain-engine gov- 
ernor, $15,000 : Provided, The Secretary of the Navy shall 
consider it expedient. 

Mr. HALE. Before the vote is taken on that 
amendment, I desire to say that the subject was 
considered in the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
and they recommend the Senate to make the ap- 
propriation $10,000, instead of $15,000. I move to 
amend the amendment by striking out * $15,000,” 
and inserting ‘* $10,000.”’ . 

Mr. PEARCE. I have no objection to that, 











The Committee on Finance have reduced the 
amount from $25,000 to $15,000, and if the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs recommend a reduction 
of that amount to $10,000, I have no objection. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I should like to inquire 
of the Senator from New Hampshire, whether the 
Committee on Naval Affairs have investigated the 
subject and satisfied themselves that that sum 
would be sufficient. Ifso, of course we shall be 
glad to have it stricken down. 

Mr. HALE. 1 wish to say that this matter 
was considered in the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, and it was with very great reluctance that 
the committee agreed to the amendment at all; 
because it was thought to be a departure from the 
common principle that has been adopted against 
inserting anybody’s name in aproposition. But 
they concluded to leave Mr. Sargeant’s name in, 
upon the ground that he wasa meritorious young 
man, and had devoted a gcod deal of time to this 
invention; and was more solicitous for its adop- 
tion in the Navy than the sum he should receive, 
The committee were perfecuy satisfied that $10,000 
would be amply sufficient. 

Mr. GRIMES. There are several of these 
| governors. So far as the experiments have gone, 

this governor of Mr. Sargeant’s is the best, prob- 
| ably, for sea-going vessels. But it has only been 
| tried upon one vessel belonging to the United 
States, and there is no evidence that it has been 
tried upon any other vessel than upon the Pow- 
hattan. It may be that in a heavy sea wave it 
may not perform as well upon other vessels as it 
did upon that. But the committee thought Mr. 
| Sargeant could afford to take $10,000 for the ex- 
periment of the invention he has made; and it was 





| 


possible that by another year another governor 
would come up that would be still more valuable. 
We thought, at any rate, that the experiments 
had not gone far enough, thus far, to justify us in 
paying any exorbitant sum for it; for it has been 
only upon oné vessel. It is true, it has been tried 
at the navy-yard on a stationary engine; but it 
worked no better than Silver’s governor. It has 
been ascertained, however, by the trial on the 
Powhattan, that at sea it worked better than Sil- 
ver’s or any of these other governors. That is 
the reason that induced the Committee on Naval 
Affairs to agree to this proposition. — 4 
Mr. PEARCE. This appropriation was !n- 
serted by the House of Representatives. The 
Cinaniline on Finance have amended it 





| Senate 
a, making the phraseology better, so that the 
overnment will have the right to use this gov- 
ernor, not only on steam vessels belonging to the 
Navy, but also on steam-engines in navy-yards, 
and wheresoever the United States may have oc- 
casion to use it; so that it covers a larger right 
than was originally provided for by the bill as 1( 
came from the House. A reduction in the amount 
we thought was necessary ; for the amount in the 
bill originally was entirely too large; but we were 
satisfied from our observation, that this governor 
was a very important improvement in addition to 
the steam-engine. I examined it for myself. 
saw the construction of it. It is exceedingly 
simple, and the operation of it instantaneous. The 
object of it is to keep the motion of the engine 
uable in a heavy sea wave, and that it does 
| without any possibility, apparently, of its getting 
‘| gut of order, or failing to perform the service. 
'| The Secretary of the Navy referred to a Navy 
| board, in December, 1858, the examimation of 
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THE CONGRESSION 


hue of these governors, which had been urged 


upon the Department. They made their reports; 
and J find in the report made by Chief Engineers 
Lunt, Whipple, and Stewart, that it was tried on 
board the Pocahontas, and operated with great 
precision, and relieved it from all danger of what 
is called racing. 


broken, and then the vessel is left at the mercy of | 


the waves. ‘The operation of it is so simple and | 


so instantaneous that it seems as if it answered 
the whole purpose desired; and they state: 


« An engine supplied with Mr. Sargeant’s governor can 
be easily and quickly regulated to any desired speed, by 
simply opening or shutting a small valve which admits 
steam to the oscillating cylinder. For an engine of one 
thousand horse power, a valve not over three quarters of an 
inch or one inch in diameter would be sufficient, and can 
be opened or shut with the thumb and finger as easily as 
<hutting off a gas-light. Indeed, so sensitive is the instru- 
ment that the main engine can be stopped instantly by clos- 
ing this small valve.”? 


Besides trying it on the Pocahontas, the re- 
port states: 


«It was tried on the saw-mill engine, where we had the 
chance of suddenly throwing on and off the load of two saw 
gates ; and so quick was the governor in its operation, that 
there was no perceptible check or increase in the speed of 
the engine, which is a condition we have never been able 
to obtain from the best bali-governor ever used in this 
vard.”’ 


They give their opinion that it is the best ofall | 


that has been submitted to engineers for examina- 
tion. We thought, under these circumstances, 
it was well enough to make the appropriation. 
There are about thirty-seven steam-engines in the 


Navy, and the costof the partof the engines which | 


is independent of the boilers is nearly two million 
dollars. All this may be saved ina heavy sea 


wave by this’ governor, for which they ask but | 


the very small appropriation often or fifteen thou- 
sand dollars. The committee are somewhat shy 
of adopting these propositions generally, but this 
seemed to be so strongly fortified, and so well 
recommended, that they agreed to report it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Mason 
in the chair.) ‘The question is on the amendment 
offered by the Senator from New Hampshire, to 
the amendment of the Committee on Finance. 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed 
to; and the amendment,as amended, was adopted. 

The next amendment of the Committee on Fi- 
nance, Was to insert after the appropriation for 
repairs in the Washington navy-yard, the fol- 
lowing: 

For wall on west side of yard, five hundred and forty feet 
long, $13,488. 

Mr. PEARCE. I will merely state that we 
have reduced almost all the appropriations for 
navy-yards very largely. This was omitted in 
the House; but, upon examination of the supple- 
mental estimates ofthe Bureau of Yardsand Docks, 
we find that there is a portion of the navy-yard at 
this city which is not properly inclosed, which is 
merely inclosed by a fence; and that very many 
depredations are committed on the property of the 
United States in the yard in consequence of its 
exposed condition. We thought it, therefore, ad- 
visable to add this small appropriation, which will 
complete the wall, and be a defense against these 
inroads. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment of the Committee on Fi- | 


nance was to add, at the end of the first section, 
the following: 


For reducing and preparing for printing and engraving, 
under direction of Captain Cadwalader Ringgold, of the 
United States Navy, copies of the charts of all surveys and 
reconnoissances made by him while in command of the 
North Pacitic surveying expedition, and of the Coral arch- 


ipelago, and the approaches thereto, together with sailing | 


directions, reports, hydrographic and other results, and ob- 
servations explanatory of the voyage, calculated to lessen 
the dangers and facilitate intercourse with the eastern seas, 
China, and Japan, in accordance with the estimates of Cap- 
tain Ringgold, $7,700: Provided, That no publication shall 
be made under and by virtue hereof, except the same be the 
result of actual surveys, reconnoissances, and observations 
made by Captain Ringgold, or under his personal direction 


and supervision. 

Mr. PEARCE. There were a few words which 
were designed to be put in the amendment which 
have been accidentally omitted. In line two hun- 
dred and twenty-seven, after the word ‘* Navy,” 
there should be inserted the words * subject to 
the control of the Secretary of the Navy.” That 
18 obviously proper, because otherwise the officer 
in charge would have the whole control and di- 
rection of the work himself. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend- 








By that, engines are frequently || 
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| ment will be so modified, unless objected to. The 


| Chair hears no objection. The question is on the | 


amendment, as modified. 
| The amendment, as modified, was agreed to. 

Mr. THOMSON. I have some amendments 
which I have been instructed to offer by the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. The first is to insert 
after line seventy-eight: 

For the purchase of the right to use in the Navy, if, in 
| the opinion of the Secretary of the Navy, it shall be deemed 
expedient, Davidson’s boat-lowering, attaching, and de- 
taching apparatus, a sum not exceeding $15,000. 

This is an apparatus invented by Lieutenant 
Hunter Davidson, of the United States Navy, for 
the purpose of lowering, detaching, and attaching 
ships’ boats at sea. lt appears from the report, 
which was made in the House of Representatives, 
and from the papers which are before me, that the 
Secretary of the Navy directed the trial to be 
made at sea by vessels of the efficiency of this ap- 
paratus. I find here a report made by the Com- 
mander of the United States practice-ship Preble, 
in which he says: 


let go; the boat lowered; the ship ‘ brought to;’ the buoy 
picked up; the boat alongside again and hoisted up into 
her place; the ship ‘filled away’ and ‘standing on her 
course,’ under all sail, in seven minutes and twenty sec- 
conds trom the time of the first alarm. 

* For the ease and safety, and very great expedition with 
which these operations have been performed, we are greatly 
indebted to the admirable boat-lowering, detaching, and 
attaching apparatus, invented by Licutenant Hunter Da- 
vidson. THOMAS T. CRAVEN, 

‘* Commander United States Navy.”” 


Here is a certificate of the same kind from 
George S. Blake, superintendent of the Annapolis 





| academy, and here are the details of the trial of 


Davidson’s boat apparatus on board the practice- 
ship Preble, as graphically noted by the execu- 


| tive officer of the ship: 





Details of the trial of Davidson’s Boat Apparatus, on board 
the United States Practice-Ship. 

At Sea. “Man overboard!” Ship going eight knots ; 
searough. ‘Cut away the life buoy !”’ 

Detached boat in 25 

Boat along side of buoy in l/ 45’. 

Back to ship with buoy in 5’. 

Attached and hoisted up in 6’. 

Filled away, and sail set in 7/ 20’. 

All from the instant of the first alarm. 

E. SIMPSON, 
First Lieutenant and Executive Officer. 

I think, Mr. President, it is manifest, from what 
I have read, that this isan invention of very great 
importance indeed, on board our ships-of-war and 
on board our mercantile marine. By it, undoubt- 
edly, many valuable lives will be saved. Itisa 


*'The cry of ‘man overboard !? was once given when the | 
ship was going at the rate of eight knots; the life buoy was || 


| 
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In regard to this, I will state that before the in- 


vention of Lieutenant Brooke, we had no means 
of ascertaining, with any kind of accuracy, the 
| deep sea soundings of the ocean, By it the bot- 
tom of the ocean has been completely mapped out, 
and we have saved for our mercantile marine, by 
Lieutenant Brooke’s apparatus, and by his ob- 
servations in detecting and exposing a greai many 
errors on charts, from supposed shoals and banks 
which interfered very much indeed with the nav- 
igation of our vessels. It has also been a matter 
of very just pride to the country. It has been 
| adopted, with very slightchanges, by all the Eu- 

ropean Governments; and in a report which I have 
in my hand now, made on the deep-sea soundings 
of the North Atlantic ocean, between Ireland and 
Newfoundland, by her Majesty’s ship Cyclops, 
Lieutenant Commander Joseph Dayman, lie says: 

“Tn the choice of the means and appliances for obtaining 
the deep soundings, [ was left ina great measure free by 
the hydrographer, and I claim no originality in the process 
adopted, the detached sounding apparatus which was used 
being a modification of that invented by Mr. Brooke, an 
| Officer in the United States Navy.” 

I will take occasion, also, to say that the Gov- 
ernment have had the use of this for a number of 
years without paying anything whatever to Lieu- 
tenantBrooke for it; and when Lieutenant Brooke 
| returned, after a very long cruise,and made appli- 
cation at the Patent Office for a patent, he was 
informed by the Commissioner that, having given 
the use of it to others, he was no longer entitled 
toa patent. We have used his invention without 
compensation, and prevented him from getting a 
patent. Itis simply proposed to give him $5,000. 

The amendment was agreed to. ’ 

Mr. THOMSON. I have another amendment 
which will come in immediately after the amend- 
ment which has just been adopted. It is: 

For the balance of the expenses of the survey of the Isth- 
mus of Chiriqui, $1,637 81. 


By a communication from the Navy Depart- 





‘| ment, addressed to the Committee on Naval Af- 


marvel, that when a ship is going at the rate of | 


eight knots an hour, in seven minutes and twenty 


seconds from thé moment of an alarm being || 


given, the boat can be lowered down to pick up a | 


man who is overboard, and he be brought bagk 
and the vessel under way again. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I think, from the state- 
ment, that this is a very valuable matter; but 1 
should like to make an inquiry in regard to the 

rice. Is it not rather large? 


Mr. THOMSON. I will say, in response to 


| the Senator from “Maine, that it was at first esti- 


mated at double the ptice; but in the report which 
was made in the House of Representatives—a 
very elaborate one—they concluded to fix the price 
at $15,000. 

Mr. HALE. 
Secretary. 

Mr. THOMSON. 
that it can be manufactured at any of our work- 
shops at very little cost. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. It strikes me that $15,000 
is a large sum for us to pay for this. This isa 
boat-lowering apparatus, which is said to be very 
simple. To be sure, it is useful for the Navy 
Department; but if it be indorsed here, the same 
argument applies to it as to the governor which we 

assed before; and, of course, if thus valuable, 
its practical use and most extensive use will be in 
the mercantile marine. I think $10,000 would be 
enough for the Government to pay, and I move 
to amend the amendment by striking it down to 
$10,000. 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed 
to; and the amendment, as amended, wasadopted. 

Mr. THOMSON. I have another amendment, 
to come in immediately after that: 


For the purchase of the right to use by the United States 
Brooke’s deep-sea sounding apparatus, $5,000. 


® ; 
The apparatus is so simple | 


It is left discretionary with the | 


| fairs, dated February 4, itappears that there was 
| a deficiency in the appropriation made last 
Mr. FESSENDEN. I do notthink there will 
| be any objection to that. [** No objection.’’] 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. THOMSON. I have another amendment, 
to come in after line two hundred and thirty-nine, 
on page 11: 

For completing the publication of the charts of the ex- 
ploration of the North Pacific affd China seas and Behring 
strait, $11,672. 

This is recommended by the Secretary of the 
Navy, for completing the charts of the surveys 
made by Lieutenant Rodgers. He is engaged on 
| them now; and this will complete them. 








The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. THOMSON. The next amendment is to 
insert, as new sections: 

“ind be it further enacted, That the President of the Uni- 
ted States is hereby authorized to place on a retired list any 
medical officer of the Navy who is now, or may hereafter 
be, proved to be permanently incapable, from physical or 
mental infirmity, of further service at sea, and that the pay 
of officers so retired shall be the leave-of-absence pay of 
their respective grades as it existed prior to the passage of 
the act of Congress to regulate the pay of the Navy, ap- 
| proved June 1, 1860. 


“And be it further enacted, That all vacancies in the med- 
ical corps of the Navy, caused by the foregoing section, 
shall ve filled in accordance with established usage: Pro- 
| vided, That the number of medical officers on the active list 
shall not exceed the number authorized by existing laws. 

In reference to this amendment I will state that, 
unfortunately, there are a number of gentlemen, 
surgeons in the Navy, who are, some of them, 
in a very unhappy condition of mental derange- 
| ment; some in hospitals, and others that are en- 
tirely incapacitated for any kind of active duty. 
In the mean while we are greatly in want of med- 
ical officers, as the Secretary of the Navy has in- 
formed us in every réport he has ever made; and 
if it be desired, I will read the letter addressed to 
the committee. [*‘*Oh, no!” ** No objection!’’| 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. THOMSON. I have one more amendment 
to propose, and. then I shall be done: 

For repairs of the marine barracks at Charlestown, Mas- 
sachusetts, $19,456. 

By direction of the Secretary of the Navy, a 
survey was made, and a very elaborate report, 
which I have in my hand, presented; and it ap- 
pears that the barracks there are in a most dilap- 
idated condition. The estimate for their repairs 
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is $19,456. There also was submitted, at the same | 
time, an estimate of the cost of erecting a porch | 
in front of the marine barracks, $3,075; but, in 
the condition of the Treasury at this time, the 
Naval Committee do not recommend the adoption 
of this; but they recommend the appropriation 
proposed for the repairs of the barracks, which 
are tumbling to pieces at Charlestown. 
The amendment was agreed to 
Mr. HALE. Iam instructed by the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs to move to amend the bill, 
by striking out lines one hundred and fifty-seven 
and one hundred and fifty-eight, which, among | 
other navy-yard appropriations, provides: 
Por repairs of all kind, $10,000.” 
| 
} 


| 
| 
| 


eee a ee D 


** Pensacola.’’- 


Mr. FESSENDEN, I should like to hear some 
reason for that. Is it necessary? 

Mr. HALE. We do not think it is necessary | 
to appropriate any money there at this time; that 


Mr. HALE. I am further instructed by the 
same committee to move to strike out lines one 
hundred and eighty-five, one hundred and eighty- | 
six, and one hundred and eighty-seven, under the 
appropriations for ** hospitals,’’ in these words: 

** Pensacola.—For general repairs, $7,500.”? 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. HALE. I am further instructed by the 
same committee to report the following amend- 
ment as a new section to the bill: 


“And he it further enacted, That the third section of the 
act entitied * An act making appropriations for the legisla- 
tive, executive, and judicial expenses of the Government 
for the year ending the 30th of June, 1861,”’ approved June 
23, 1860, be, and the same is hereby, repealed, 


Perhaps the necessity for this had better be ex- | 
plained by reading about a page from the annual 
report of the Secretary of the Navy. 

The Secretary read, as follows: 

‘Patented Articles—The provision in the act of Congress 
of June 23, 1860, which prohibits the purchase of patented | 
articles for the use of the Army and Navy will be found | 
injurious to the latter service. Since the introduction of 
steam to propel ships of war, a great variety of patented ar- 
ticles have, in the construction and repair of a steamship, 
become a daily use, and in many cases of indispensable 
necessity. Patented boilers, surface condensers, friction 
thrusts, governors or speed regulators, steam pumps, cap- | 
staus, air ports, boat detachers, galleys, or cooking stoves, 
ventilators, steering apparatus, lanterns, logs and leads, vul- 
eanized rubber, salinometers, counters, hydraulic jacks, 
water-gauges, and many tools for manufacturing machin- 
ery, and driving and drawing bolts, are of this description. 
And what is true of the steam machinery is also in some 
measure true of the armament. A war steamer builtnow 
according to the fashion of the past, excluding all modern 
— improvements, would be an antiquated object, far 
hind the present age, and as inefficient as it would be 
antiquated. The best modern patented improved boiler will 
make a saving of eighteen per cent. of steam. ‘To dispense 
with all patented surface condensers would be wanton ex- 
travagance. ‘To arm a ship-of war without a modern pat- 
ented invention, would give great advantage to the enemy. 
To prohibit the sailor the use of his seamless pea-jacket and 
cap, would be to deprive him of the comfort of some of his 
light, warm, most durable, and cheap and nearly water- 
proof clothing. To withbold from him the use of American 
patented desiccated vegetables, would take from him a por- 
tion of his most nutritious and acceptable food. It is im- 
poesible to build, equip, arm, and provide a steamship of | 
war having anything like usual modern efficiency, without 
trespassing On all sides upon modern patented improve- 
ments. Something also is due to the inventive genius of | 
our countrymen. It is within the memory of the living | 
when the great inventions and discoveries which have 
almost revolutioned the world were unknown. 

‘+ Supplies for the Navy.—The act of Congress of March 
3, 1847, (Statutes at Large, volume 9, page 172, section 
two,) exempted butter and cheese purchased for the Navy 
from the operation of the general law which requires con- 
tracts to be given to the lowest bidder. The act of Au- 
gust 3, 1548, (volume 9, page 272, section eleven,) author- 
ized the Seeretary of the Navy specially to contract for | 
tobacco without advertising. The joint resolution of March 
27, 1854, (volume 10, page 593,) authorized the purchase 
for the use of the Navy of particular brands of fiour in open 
market. All these provisions were repealed by the act of | 
Congress approved Soee, 23, 1860. It is recommended that | 
the repeal be repealed, so as to regtore the former law; as, | 
otherwise, it will be impracticable to provide for the Navy 
butter, cheese, and flour which will bear exposure to hot 
climates. ‘The sailor, also, should be permitted to have 
his favorite tobacco prepared specially tor his use.’’ 

Mr. HALE. The Secretary of the Navy has 
found that in regard to several of these articles 
supplied to the sailors, of which he speaks, it is 
utterly impossible to procure them by advertise- 
ment, A certain species of butter they must have, 
in order to stand hot climates, and so of flour, 
and so of tobacco. This provision is found to be 
inconvenient and inhumane to the sailors; and the 
Secretary asks us to repeal the law that prevents 
him from buying these patented articles, and also 


is all. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
| 
| 
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which compels him to advertise for everything he | 


wants to buy. There are certain articles which | 
he should be at liberty to buy without advertise- | 
ment, which discretion is taken away by thisact. 
We propose, now, merely to repeal it. 

Mr. PEARCE. Itseems to me that, probably, 
it would be advisable to modify the law of the last 
session, by aliowing the Secretaries of the War 
and Navy Departments to purchase many of the 
articles which have been mentioned in the paper 
that has been read at the Secretary’s table; but I 
should like to see the provision so far as it re- 
gards the purchase of patented arms, retained in 
the law. Ido not see that anything can be lost 


to the Government by compelling the heads of | 


these Departments to come to Congress for au- 
thority to purchase patented fire-arms. I believe 





that there has been considerable abuse in that way. 
Large contracts have been made for patented arms. 
There are half a dozen different arms contesting 
for superiority, and a Secretary may decide, from 
favoritism, to take one hundred or one hundred 
and aoe thousand dollars’ worth of arms in that 
particular way. I should like to see him restrained 
in that particular, and to require the assent of 
Congress to be given to every purchase of that 
sort. In regard to other matters, steam engines, 
governors, and provisions, | admit that itis proper 
for the Secretary to purchase them without the 
restriction of this law;and if this amendment can 


be modified so as to retain the provision prevent- | 


ing the purchase of patented arms without the 


consent of Congress, I should consent to the rest; | 


but if not, I shall vote against it. : 

Mr.FESSENDEN. Why notmoveanamend- 
ment to this? 

Mr. HALE. Is the Senator from Maryland 
preparing to send an amendment to the Chair? 

Mr. PEARCE. I propose to prepare an amend- 
ment to the Senator's amendment. 

Mr. HALE. With the consent of the Senate, 
whilst the Senator from Maryland is preparing 
that amendment, I will submit another amend- 
ment from the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend- 
ment will be considered as withdrawn, for the 
purpose of receiving the amendment of the Sena- 
tor from New Hampshire. } 

Mr. HALE. 1 am further instructed by the 
Committee on Naval Affairs to offer an amend- 
ment, to insert as a new section, the following: 

Be it further enacted, That the annual salaries of the 
clerks hereinafter named shall be as follows, viz : 

At the navy-yards at Boston, New York, and Norfolk: 

The first clerk to the commandant, $1,200. 

The second clerk to the commandant, $960. 

The first clerk to the naval store -keeper, $1,200. 

The second clerk to the naval store-keeper, $900. 

Clerk of the yard, $1,200. 

Clerk to the paymaster, $1,000. 

Clerk to the inspector of provisions, $1,000. 

Clerk to the naval constructor, $800. 

At the navy-yard at Washington: 

The first clerk to the commandant, $1,200. 

The second clerk to the commandant, $960. 

The first clerk to the naval store-keeper, $1,200. 

The second clerk to the naval store-keeper, $750. 

Clerk of the yard, $1,200. 

Clerk to the paymaster, $1,000. , 

At the navy-yard at Mare Island: 

The clerk to the commandant, $1,300. 

The clerk of the yard, $1,200. 

r, $1,200. 


The clerk to the naval store-kee 
The clerk to the paymaster, $1,200. 
At the navy-yard at Philadelphia: 
The clerk to the commandant, $1,200. 
The clerk to the naval Morekevper, $1,000. 
The clerk of the yard, $1,009, 
The clerk to the paymaster, $1,000. 
The clerk to the naval constructor, $800. 
At the navy-yard at Portsmouth : 
The clerk to the commandant, $1,200. 
The clerk to the naval storekeeper, $1,000. 
The clerk of the yard, $1,000. 
The clerk to the paymaster, $1,000. 
The clerk to the naval constructor, $800. 
At the Naval Academy : 
The Secretary, $1,25v. 
The clerk to the superintendent, $1,000. 
The clerk to the paymaster, $1,000. 
The clerks to the paymasters on the receiving ships at 
Boston, New York, and Norfolk, each, $1,000. 
Provided, That ail laws, or parts of laws, allowing twenty 
per cent. additional com pensation to any of the clerks here- 
in provided for, be, and the same are hereby, repealed. 


I will make a short statement in regard to this 
amendment. There have been various applica- 
tions made to Congress for alterations of this pay. 
At the last session of Congress, the Naval Com- 
mittee thought that they had not time, and were 
not competent to the examination; but they had 
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a resolution passed in the Senate, on the 16th of 
June, 1860, asking information of the Department 
upon those matters; and the proposition that I 
have made is submitted agresthty to the schedule 
that is submitted by the Department. It is not 
an increase of pay in the aggregate; it isa de- 
crease; but it tends to equalize them. The 
as it now is, is exceedingly unequal, as I wil! az 
from the statement which is prepared. For i@® 
stance, the clerk of the yard, in most of the yards 
receives $1,200. In Philadelphia and Kittery’ 
Maine, he receives $900. In the city of Wash. 
ington, he receives $1,440—more than is paid jn 
New York and Massachusetts. At Mare Island, 
California, the clerk of the yard receives $3,000 
while the clerk to the naval storekeeper receives 
only $900. This amendment has been prepared 
in accordance with the document that has been 
sent to us by the Department, in answer to a res- 
olution of the Senate. It equalizes the pay, and 
reduces the amount instead of increasing it, 

Mr. HUNTER. Does the Senator mean it 
reduces the entire amount, or only the amount 
of some of the salaries? 

Mr. HALE. It reduces the entire amount. 

Mr. HUNTER. Does it reduce the entire 
amount of appropriation for salaries ? 

Mr. HALE. Yes, sir; the aggregate amount 
appropriated is decreased—not largely—I think 
between three and four thousand dollars; but it 
equalizes them. 

Mr. GRIMES. I have a proposition which I 
desire to offer as a substitute for that submitted 
by the Senator from New Hampshire : 

That the pay of first clerks to commandants at all the 
navy-yards shall be at the rate of $1,200 per annum, ex- 
cept that at the California navy-yard, which shall'be atthe 
rate of $1,509 per annum; and that the laws approved the 
22d of April, 1854, the 4th of August, 1854, the 3d of March, 
1855, and the 12th of June, 1858, increasing the pay of 
clerks and others twenty per cent. at the Washington 
navy-yard, be, and the same are hereby, repealed. 

Mr. President, this proposition which I submit 
equalizes the pay of the clerks at all these navy- 
yards, and does not, like the proposition of the 
Senator from New Hampshire, increase the pay 
in some cases to paymaster’s and purser’s clerks; 
and thereby, by this amendment which I pow 
offer, there would be a much greater aggregate 
deduction in the expenses growing out of the pa 
of these officers than there would be by the peed 
ment offered by him. The proposition submitted 
by the Senator from New Hampshire is open to 
precisely the same objection that he has assigned 
as existing against the law as it now stands; or 
the same inequality between the paymasters’ 
clerks would exist, if hisamendment wasadopted, 
that now exists in the pay of the commandants’ 
clerks. If his amendment 1s adopted, some of the 
paymasters’ clerks would receive $750, and others 
would receive $1,000. If my amendment to the 
amendment be adopted, it would stand, that the 
paymasters’ clerks would remain at $750, and 
some of the commandants’ clerks would be brought 
up to $1,200, and others brought down to $1,200, 
making them all equal, and would save several 
thousand dollars to the Treasury. 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed 
to; and the amendment as amended was adopted. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair is 
informed that the amendment that was withdrawn 
is now ready, and will be read as modified. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 

And be it further enacted, That the third section ofan act 
entitled “ An act making appropriations for the legislative, 
executive, and judicial expenses of the Government for the 
year ending 30th of June, 1861,”? and approved June 23, 1560, 
be, and the same is hereby, repealed, except so tar as the said 
section hibits the purchase of patented fire-arms, as to 
which said section shall still be in force. 

Mr. HALE. Asthatamendment does not come 
in conflict with the recommendations of the Secre- 
tary of the Navy, as they are stated in this letter, 
I do not know that I shall oppose that exception. 
I accept the amendment. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HALE. Is the amendment adopted as 
amended ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend- 
ment was modified, and in that form adopted. 

Mr. HALE. [am instructed by the Committee 
on Naval Affairs to offer another amendment, to 
insert as an additional section: 


And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the ary 
be, and he is hereby, authorized to cause to be construct 
for the United States Navy, at as early a day as practicable, 
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navtel due regard to efficiency and economy, seven steam 
screw sloops-of-war of the second class, as Vv Is are rated 
inthe Navy, with full steam power, whose greatest draught 
of water shall not exceed fourteen feet; which sloops shall 
combine the heaviest armament and greatest speed com- 

atible with their character and tonnage ; and for the pur- 
a aee above specified, the sum of $1,200,000 be, and the 
a is hereby, appropriated out of any money in the Treas- 
ury not otherwise appropriated, to be expended under the 
direction of the Secretary of the Navy. 

Mr. HUNTER. I should like to know the 
amount that is proposed to be appropriated and 
the reasons for it; and why, at this time, it is pro- 
posed to make this large addition to the Navy. I 
should like .o hear some explanation from the 
Senator from New Hampshire. 

Mr. HALE. This is a matter that has been 
recommended by the Department and urged upon 
Congress for a number of years, the increase of 
our steam naval force; and my impression is—l 
am not entirely certain—that the Senator from 
Virginia has been one of those who voted hitherto 
to sustain that recommendation. I will not be cer- 
tain upon that subject. But I apprehend, sir, that 
the idea of another sailing vessel being built is an 
absurdity. ‘There never will be another. 
Navy henceforth is to beasteam Navy. The com- 
mittee were unanimous in the opinion that this 
addition to the Navy was a pertinent and proper 
one at the present time, and recommended these 
sloops at once. : 

Mr. HUNTER. 1 should like to hear the 
amendment read again. I was out when the Sec- 
retary commenced reading it, and I only heard 
the conclusion of the amendment. 

The Secretary again read it. 

Mr. HALE. As our reading clerk is not at 
the desk, 1 will read myself the recommendations 
of the Secretary of the Navy on this subject: 

“The constant appeal of American citizens, coming to 
us from all quarters of the world, asking for security and 
protection beyoud what the Government, with its present 
means, can afford them, speaks a language to which we 
are not at liberty to turn adeafear. To be able at any time, 
at short notice, to throw a powerful naval force upon any 
given point where our interests are threatened, or the lives 
of American citizens are in jeopardy, is not only a consti- 
tutional duty, but one of the safest, most beneficent, and 
salutary powers that can be intrusted to official hands under 
a republican form of government; and I cannot permit the 
present Occasion to pass without most earnestly recom- 
mending the policy of a gradual, substantial, arfd perma- 
nent increase of the Navy, accompanied by the universal 
introduction into itof the motive power of steam. Such 
policy is essential to the protection of our coasts and com- 
merece, and of American citizens and their property on the 
ocean and in distant countries ; to the preservation of peace, 
the efficiency of negotiation, the general advancement of 
our commercial interests, the maintenance of our appro- 
priate position among nations, and the prompt vifdication 
of our rights and of the honor of the country, and should 
be subject to none of the ordinary vacillations arising from 
the varied success of political parties.”’ 

Mr. HUNTER. I think the Senator from 
New Hampshire will find, if he thinks my votes 
amatter worthy of examination, that I have not 
voted to increase the Navy for some years past, 
especially since the Treasury has been in its pres- 
ent embarrassed condition. It seems to me it is 
peculiarly inappropriate to select the present pe- 
riod for such an expenditure as is now proposed, 
while it is known that the Treasury is in such a 
deeply embarrassed condition. e cannot get 
along without borrowing money, and we have 
not been able to borrow at Jess than ten, eleven, 
and twelve per cent. I know not why it is that, 
at such a time as this, they should come forward 
and demand money for these vessels, making a 
still further deficiency. What seems to be alittle 
suspicious is, that they seem to be of that class 
which are designed for the southern ports; that 
is, the ports of those States that have seceded 
and withdrawn from this Union. It seems to me 
that such a proposition, at such a time as this, 
must have some reference to some proposed ne- 
cessity of that sort. For myself, I should be un- 
willing, in the present condition of the country, 
no matter what was the condition of our domestic 
affairs, to vote for any addition to the Navy call- 
ing for such a sum of money as that; but when I 
come to connect it with recent events, and when 
I come to look to the class of steamers and to the 
limitation in regard to draft, it strikes me there 
must be some such intention asthat. For one, I 
am unwilling to vote a dolfar to make any addi- 
tion to the Navy which looks to the purpose of 
coercing the States that are out. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I should like to suggest 
to the Senator from Virginia that precisely the 
same class of vessels and the same number were 
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recommended by the committee last year, if I rec- 
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| ollectaright, of which the honorable Senator from 

| Florida [Mr. Marrory] was chairman. 

| Mr. HUNTER. They were recommended by 
the Senator from Florida at atime when his own 
State had not seceded, and they were recom- 

| 

| 
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mended on the ground that they were vessels for || 


those ports; that they were of such a draft as to 
et into them. 
iad been built, with few exceptions, drew too 
much water to enable them to be of any use for 
the protection of those ports. That wasthe ground 
on which they were pushed, and that isthe ground 
/ on which they were advocated. There is now no 
| such necessity; there is no such demand upon us; 
there is no such duty required of us; and I cannot 
help feeling that there is something more meant 
than is expressed on the face of the amendment. 
| Mr. GRIMES. I vote for this proposition as 
an economical measure myself; and I think the 
| Senator from Virginia will satisfy himself, if he 
will look into the subject, that it is an economical 
measure. I apprehend, in the first place, that this 
Government will never build another sailing ves- 
sel. I think I hazard nothing in saying that there 
is no Government on the face of the earth that is 
building a sailing war vessel at this time. In 1859 
| the British Government had only eleven then on 
| the stocks, and nearly two hundred steam vessels; 
and they have abandoned the idea of building any 
more sailing vessels, as I understand. This Gov- 
ernment has eight screw sloops-of-war, such as 
are proposed to be built now. The whole of them 
carry forty-one guns. The Government of Great 
Britain has two hundred and seventy-four of the 
same class of vessels. 

Mr. POLK. Will the Senator allow me to ask 
him how much the eight we have cost? 

Mr.GRIMES. The precise cost I do not know; 
but somewhere in the neighborhood of $300,000 
each. 

Mr. POLK. Then that proposition only pro- 
poses to appropriate $1,200,000. 

Mr. GRIMES. Yes, sir. It is not proposed 
to appropriate the whole amount necessary to 
cniaiiiets them, but only such an amount as prob- 
ably will be used during the current year, and at 
the next Congress enough will be appropriated— 


complete them. We have some larger steam ves- 


cost three times as much as each of these will 
| cost. Several of them are now on duty—one in 


in the Gulf of Mexico, and one on the Pacific. It 
costs this Government per year to navigate and 
man those vessels, for the wear and tear of the 
hull, the pay of the officers and men, and for pro- 
visions for twelve months, $302,000. ‘The cost 
| of one of these small vessels, mounting four guns, 
for the wear and tear of the hull, interest on cost, 
payment of officers and men, and provisions for 
| twelve months, is $73,000. The Senator from 
| Virginia therefore will see that we can man and 
provision and navigate four of these vessels where 
we can man and provision and navigate one of 
the larger ones. Now, I ask him, if he does not 
look upon this as an economical measure? We 
can withdraw from the Mediterranean two of the 
steam sloops-of-war that we have there, and sub- 
stitute in their place two or three of these small 
vessels, that will be just as efficient to protect 
American commerce as those two are, and we 
shall have saved several hundred thousand dol- 
lars to the Government by doing so. 

These are some of the reasons which induce me 
to vote for this proposition. I might go on and 
state others; but I desire to say to the Senator 
that I do not vote for this proposition with any 
view to coerce anybody, or for the purpose of 
entering the ports of any of the southern States, 
except for some benceful purpose; certainly not 


southern States. [tis for the interest of the whole 
country that we should increase the Navy some- 
what, and increase it in this particular direction; 
| and hence I vote for it. 

Mr. HUNTER. I am very glad to hear the 





Senator from lowa say that, in voting for these | 


steamers, he does not do it with any purpose of 
| coercion in the States that have seceded; and [am 
| glad to put iton the question of economy in keep- 





It was said that the ships which | 


some three or four hundred thousand dollars—to | 


sels than those that are proposed to be built, that | 


the East Indies, two in the Mediterranean, one || 


for any warlike purpose. I believe it is essential || 
for the interests of the country, without regard to | 
the present uneasy and disturbed condition of the | 








| ing up the naval establishment. In regard to that, 


I have to say that I do not think there can be any 
| economy, in the present condition of the Treas- 
|| Ury, In voting this amount to make additions to 
|| the Navy. There is already a large appropria- 
|| tion in this bill for repairs and additions to the 
|| Navy—$2,600,000, I believe; something like a 
1] million more than was appropriated last year; and 
| it seems to me that that Laan to be sutlicient. 

| In regard to the relative efficiency of small and 
| large steamers, that is not a matter for me to de- 
|| cide. That is a professional question. I do not 
| profess to be able to determine between the rela- 
| tive efficiency or the expediency of building the 
| one orthe other. I suppose, when we have money 
| in the ‘Treasury, when we are enabled to go on 
| regularly with keeping up the establishment, we 
| ought to have both large and small steamers. I 
| apprehend they are building both in the services 
| of England and France. 1 think it is a question 
| in regard to which naval men differ. Atany rate, 
Ido not pretend to decide upon it. I know it 
| costs less to man and navigate a small! steamer 
than a large one; but what | say is: in the pres- 
ent condition of the Treasury, when we have been 
| so largely adding to the debts of the Government, 
|| when we find ourselves unable to meet the pres- 
ent demands, and pay the officers’ salaries even, 
it will be prudent not to add to the public expend- 
iture by the amount that is here proposed. [| ap- 
prehend that we will find it avery difficult matter 
to meet the necessary expenditures of this Gov- 
| ernment; and until we have secifred the means for 
meeting them, we ought to avoid these large ex- 
, penditures, especially those which are not imme- 
diately and absolutely necessary. Surely, there 
isnoimmediate necessity for these steamers which 
it is now proposed to build. 

Mr. PEARCE. I believe it is a wise and eco- 
nomical policy to build these small sloops-of-war. 
They can be kept afloat at much less expense, and 
they answer all the purposes, in times of peace, 
which large vessels Lm But I doubt whether this 
is a propitious time for making this appropriation. 
The estimates for the naval service of this year 
are considerably over twelve million dollars. ‘The 
| committees of both Houses have reduced them; 
| but the bill, so far as it has passed, appropriates 

about eleven million five hundred thousand dol- 
|, lars; and now, in the condition of the Treasury, 
isitatall possible that this other sum of $1,200,000, 
| now proposed to be added to the bill, can be fur- 
nished? We have a large debt on our hands for 
the present and ensuing fiscal year; and all the 
resources of the country cannot supply us, under 
the present condition of things, even with the loans 
| that we have made, the amount of money neces- 
| sary to conduct the public service for the next 
| fiscal year It seems to me, therefore, to be un- 
wise to make this appropriation, since it is impos- 
sible, I think, to have the money to apply to this 
purpose. For that reason, which I consider quite 
sufficient, Lshall oppose the amendment. Under 
other circumstances, | would vote very readily for 
the increase of these steam-sloops,which are highly 
economical; but I think, with the appropriation 
of $11,500,000 for the naval service already in the 
bill, we had better postpone to another session 
this appropriation of $1,200,000. 

Mr. GRIMES. One single word further, and 
I will relieve the Senate from any further debate 
| on this subject on my part. Ido not propose, 
| and I presume no sensible man in this country 

proposes, to take the British or French navy as 
any criterion by which to govern ourselves, ex- 
cept in regard to the proportions that may exist 
between their large and small vessels. Nobody 
proposes that we shall at all approximate them 
in the number of our vessels. But it would be 
safe for us, at any rate, in passing upon a ques- 
tion of this kind, to look a little into the condition 
of the navies of other countries, and see what 
may be the proportion large vessels bear to small 
ones. If any one will take the trouble to do that, 
he will see that for the last few years the propor- 
tion of small vessels to large ones has been made 
to exceed greatly that which existed up to the 
time of the Crimean war. They have now in the 
British Navy nearly three hundred small vessels, 
_ like such as we are proposing to build; and the 
French Government has nearly two hundred small 
| vessels of this size; whereas they have only about 
| forty-five or forty-six sailing vessels of war of 
| about the same, or sloops-of-war. We have com- 
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paratively no vessels that are steam-vessels by || eron, Chandler, Clark, Collamer, Doolittle, Durkee, Fes- 


the side of other nations, nor do the steam-vessels 


ing vessels. 
are utterly worthless, and will never go to sea 


again,and we must supply their places with some- | 


thing. We must keep vessels afloat, in order to 
show our flag in foreign countries and to protect 
our commerce in foreign seas; and the question 
is, what kind of vessels shall we have? 

We cannot be influenced in our action here, 
and we ought not to abandon the Navy, because 


there happens to be dissatisfaction growing out of | 
the slavery question, or outof the tariff question, | 


or out of any other local question. I think we || 


ought to go on in our legislation exactly as though | 
we were at peace with all the world; not with the | 


view to coerce any portion of the country, but to 
maintain the honor of our flag in foreign seas. 


I think any one who will examine the subject, | 


or a professional naval man, will see that this 
would really be an economical measure. To take 
the case I have already put, in answer to the Sen- 


ator from Virginia, we have in the Mediterra- || 


nean two sloops-of-war of the first class, and one 
gun-boat, such as we propose to build. 


Those | 


two sloops-of-war cost us, to man and equip and | 


rrovision them for twelve months, $604,000. 
Phree gun-boats of the size which we propose to 
build, with one of these sloops, would be pre- 
cisely as efficient as the two large sloops-of-war 
are now. You substitute, therefore, two gun-boats 
in the place of ofte of these sloops, and you save 
$302,000 a year to your Treasury, It seems to 
me this 1s an argument that ought to commend 


itself to the Senator from Virginia and to the Sen- | 


ator from Maryland. 

Mr. POLK. I have no doubt, myself, of the 
correctness of the position taken by the Senator 
from lowa, that the proportion of small vessels to 
large ones in the Navy ought to be increased. It 
would be better if we had more small ones and 
fewer large ones; but that does not reach the point 
of difficulty in my mind. It is this: whether, hav- 
ing the large ones on hand, we ought to go to 
work now to add the small ones. If it Were a 
question of exchange; if we could exchange the 
large ones for a greater number of small ones, I 
should think it good policy todo it; but the ques- 
tion is whether, as we have not the small ones, 
we ought now, in the condition of the Treasury, 
to go to work to build them, when we have not 
the money to build them with. 

There is one thing which strikes me as very 
singular in connection with this amendment: the 
Senator from New Hampshire reads a recom- 
mendation from the Secretary of the Navy in favor 
of a gradual increase of this kind of vessels in the 
naval service. If seven at a dash, at onesession, 
is gradual, in the ponies of the country, 
I hardly know what would be a rapid increase. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. They recommended ten 
last year. F inde 

Mr. POLK. That would not be rapid, if seven 
is gradual. But it seems to me, Mr. President, 
that any increase of any such amount as this 

Mr. GRIMES. I will tell you what would be 
rapid. The French Government have, at this 
time, ordered nine sloops-of-war of the large class 
and one hundred small ones, all to be cased in 
iron and gteel, and all of which are to be in sail- 
ing order by the Istof May. That would be a 
rapid increase. 

Mr. POLK. That many to be built? 

Mr. GRIMES. Yes, sir. 

Mr. POLK. I hope the time will never come 
when we shull measure our speed with the speed 
of the French Emperor, if he goes at that rate; 
because it would certainly exhaust the resources 
of this country in less than one year. But the 
difficulty is, we have not got the money in the 
Treasury; and how are we to get it? The ques- 
tion now is, whether we shall commence with an 
appropriation of $1,200,000, when it is admitted 
that that will not be anything like enough to build 
these vessels, and that with the Treasury empty, 
and worse than empty. Itdoes seem to me that 
the measure is very injudicious and inexpedient 
just at this moment. 

Mr. HUNTER. 
on the amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 30, nays 18; as follows: 

YEAS—Mesers. Anthony, Baker, Bigler, Bingham, Cam- 





I call for the yeas and nays 





senden, Foot, Grimes, Hale, Harlan, Johnson of Tennes- 


” : i : . il || See, Kennedy, King, Latham, Morrill, Sebastian, Seward, 
that we own bear any just comparison to our Sail- || Simmons, Sumner, Ten Eyck, Thomson, Trumbull, Wade, 


A great many of our sailing vessels | 


Wilkinson and Wilson—90. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Bragg, Bright, Clingman, Crit- 
tenden, Fite, Gwin, liemphill, Hunter, Lane, Mason 
Nicholson, Pearce, Polk, Powell, Rice, Saulsbury and 
| Wigfali—18. . 

So the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr.GRIMES I am instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs to propose the following 
amendment as an additional section : 

And be it further enacted, That the President of the Uni- 
ted States shall, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, appoint from the line of the Navy on the active 
list, an assistant secretary of the navy, whose salary shall 
be that of the shore-duty pay of a captain, and who, acting 
under the authority and direction of the Secretary of the 
Navy, shall be charged with the discipline and efficiency 
of the naval service, with the detailing of officers, and 
such other duties in relation to the administration of its 
affairs as the Secretary of the Navy may designate. 

Mr. President, the design of the committee was 
to create a new officer, whoshould hold precisely 
_ the same relations to the Secretary of the Navy 
that the present Assistant Seeretary of the Treas- 
ury, and the Assistant Secretary of State hold to 
the chiefs of those two Departments; that this 
man should be a professional man, not taken from 
political life, or civil life, but taken from the line 
of his profession; and therefore supposed to be 
familiar with the details of that profession. The 
friends of the Navy have always deplored the 
present organization, and believed thatit was ne- 
cessary and very important to that branch of the 
service that somebody should be in confidential 
relations with the head of the Department who 
knew somewhat more of the details of the Depart- 
ment, and of the personnel of the service, than an 
ordinary Secretary of the Navy usually does; and 
hence, in order to obviate that objection, which 
has always existed, it is now proposed that an 
officer of the line shall be constituted the Assist- 
ant Secretary of the Navy, and perform the duties 
that are assigned to him in that amendment. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I would like to ask the 
Senator from lowa a question: whether there has 
| been any suggestion from the Secretary of the 
Navy or the Department that such an office is 
necessary, or whether such an officer would be 
proper? : 

Mr. GRIMES. I am not aware that any sug- 
gestion has been made from the Secretary of the 
Navy. I have had no communication with him, 
and am not acquainted with him; but such a sug- 
_ gestion has been made by every man who has 
been connected with naval affairs for the last 
twenty years. Such a proposition, or something 
similar to it, wassubmitted by Commodore Stock- 
ton when a member of the Senate from New Jer- 
sey; and it has been before the Senate in various 
shapes, either as Assistant Secretary of the Navy, 
or as head of a bureau of personnel, from that time 
until the present. I think those who are familiar 
with this branch of the public service are almost, 
if not quite, unanimous in the opinion that such 
& provision is essential to the good of the service. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I am very apt to agree 
| with my friend from Lowa in most of his notions, 

especially about naval matters; because I think, 
| his attention being drawn to that subject, he is 
more capable of judging of the propriety of the 
measures than I am; but, sir, I feel exceedingly 
| averse to this proposition. I do not know whether 
anybody else entertains the same opinions that I 
do in relation to it; but I am unwilling to see 
everything placed under discipline. 1 think the 
military and naval arm have got power and influ- 
_ ence enough in the Government now, and that it 
| is hardly worth while to mix them up any more 
| with the civil service. If we have anything to be 
done in relation to a building anywhere, no mat- 
| ter what, it goes under the control of an Army of- 
| ficer. The next step will be, I suppose, to put 
| an Army officer in as Secretary or chief clerk in 
| the War Department; and, in this mode of pro- 
| 


ceeding, very soon we shall have hardly anybody 
in office except he be either a military or a naval 
man. I have no belief that we should quiet matters 
| any more in the Navy by putting the Navy De- 
artment under the control ef an officer, If you 
| 


vave the chief clerk there; if he fills this position 
under the Secretary of the Navy, everything that 
is done with reference to the assignments of com- 
| mands, &e., will be understood to be by his ad- 
I think the appointment of a naval officer 
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ings, jealogsies, and troubles of all sorts in the 
|| Service, which you wish toavoid. I have yer 
| great confidence in the honor of officers both of 
| the Army and Navy, and I have no doubt 
would discharge the duties of the office that is pro- 
| posed very well, to the best of their ability; but 
my own belief is, that you had better keep the 
| two branches of the service distinct, leave the Do- 
| gprenye itself under the control of civilians, and 

et the officers in the line of the service have not}. 
ing more to do with it than may arise from the fact 
that their advice unquestionably will be asked on 
different occasions by those who are at the head 
of the Department. My own impression is, t}yat 
you will create difficulty where none exists now 
and that we ought to discourage this continual 
creeping upon us of influence connected with the 
military and naval service, large enough as it js 
at present; and I am opposed to its increase. 

Mr. HALE. I think the Senator from Maine 
is unnecessarily jealous in regard to this matter. 
1 sympathize entirely with all that he says about 
devolving everything on Army officers; but it is 
a notorious fact that the Secretary of the Navy, 
ordinarily speaking, is not much of a sailor. ‘| 
recollect seeing an anecdote—a great while ago, of 
course—that some Secretary of the Navy, visit- 
ing some of the navy-yards, inquired very carn- 
estly where the oakum grew that they were using, 
[laughter;] and as long as you have such gentle- 
men at the head of the Department, who do not 
know where oakum grows, it is well enough to 
have a practical officer upon whom they can rely; 
; and I would rather have a responsible naval offi- 
cer than have an irresponsible chief clerk. ‘There 
has been a good deal of fault found with that sort 
of influence which has prevailed on account of 
the duties devolved on the chief clerk, upon whom 
the Secretary must neceesarily rely, unless he has 
between him and the Department somebody who 
is intimately acquainted with the service. This 
does not increase the expense, because it requires 
the officer to be taken from the line, and to receive 
the shore pay of a captain. Ifa captain is taken, 
therefore, there is not a single additional dollar of 
expense. 

he Navy stands in a different position in this 

respect than the Army does, because the Secre- 
tary of War has in the adjutant general an offi- 
cer that may give him all the information requisite 
in regard to everything that relates to the admin- 
istration of that Department in the selection of 
officers, and the assignment of their duties. In 


the Navy, there is nothing of that sort; but the 
has to rely on the chief clerk, who 


| to this position will create difficulties, heart-burn- 


they 
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has had no naval education any more than him- 
self, and necessarily it is liable to great abuse. 
This amendment of the committee proposes to 
take and put in that place, without any additional 
expense, an officer who has been trained and ed- 
ucated in the Navy, who knows the character ot 
the officers; who knows the requirements of the 
service; and it gives to the Secretary of the Navy 
a responsible officer placed there by law, upon 
whose judgment and skill and acquirements he 
can rely; and I think it is not liable to the excep- 
tion that the honorable Senator from Maine urges 
against it. 

Mr. CAMERON. It seems to me, Mr. Pres- 
ident, that the argument of the Senator from New 
Hampshire would be a very good one in favor ot 
making the Sécretary of the Navy alwaysa naval 
officer. I can see nothing else in it. Now, sir, 
there are in the Navy Department two or three 
old naval officers, old captains, who are the heads 
of bureaus, and to whom the Secretary can apply 
every day, atany hour, orany minute, for inform- 
ation; and if he be a man of ordinary sense he 
will go there and ask for information. As to say- 
ing that he may be controlled by his clerk, that }s 
all idle. A man of sense woukl select a proper 
clerk, and if the clerk did not behave propery and 
do his duty rightly, he would tarn him out and 
get somebody else. I think this is a wrong tine 
to make this sort of alteration. The country !s 
now in trouble, Wedo not know what is to hap- 
pen. I would rather let everything be at present, 
until we get through all our difficulties. | am 
decidedly opposed to selecting from the Navy 
anybody who is to be an irresponsible head of the 
Navy Department; for after all it is puuin = 
irresponsible person in this position—it is makne 
a head of the Department without any respons 
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1861. 
bility. It leaves aman nominally holding all the 
responsibility before the country, and then it puts 
a man in the Department who has all the power 
because he holds a commission. It is all wrong. 


Mr. BAKER, Mr. President, as far as | un- | 
derstand it, it appears to me that to make an As- | 


sistant Secretary under theamendment, is really to 
put a head to the Navy proper, so far as discip- 
jine and management are concerned; and the As- 
sistant Secretary being an old captain or an old 
commodore, will be somewhat in the position to 
the Navy that the commanding general is to the 
Army. I think that it is well. A Secretary of 
the Navy does not understand many things that 
a captain or a commodore does understand, any 
more than a Secretary of War understands what 
General Scott does understand better than any 


ation of the system. 1 do not feel any peculiar 
j-alousy of the Navy orthe Army. ‘This amend- 


‘ment does not increase the cost of the service, as 


[understand. It makes an officer, in some sense 
at least, responsible; and it relieves the Secretary 


things as to detail which I know he cannot de- 
termine, 

The gentleman from Pennsylvania says that in 
these troublous times it is not worth while to alter 
the system. I do not apprehend that the altera- 
tion is proposed with reference to these times at 
all; but if there be trouble, or if there is to be 
trouble, the Navy will not be any worse managed 
by having a little more experience at its head. 
Jesides, as | understand it, the Assistant Secre- 
tary of the Navy will have the same relations to 
the head of the Navy Departmentas the Assistant 
Secretary of the Treasury has to the head of the 
Treasury Department, or as the Assistant Secre- 
tary of State has to the head of the State Depart- 
ment. 1 understand it briefly to be, to give to 
the Navy Department something like the sym- 
metry there isin the War Department. As (un- 
fortunately, as I think) there is no head of the 


Navy as there is a head of the Army, no admiral, | 


no senior commodore, through whom all direc- 
tions to the Navy go, as to matters of detail at 
least, the Assistant Secretary will, in some sense, 


supply that. I should be willing to go further, and | 
to make an acknowledged head of the Navy, as | 
there is of the Army in the person of General | 


Scott. 

Mr. PEARCE. Mr. President, I believe that 
the Navy Department is the least burdensome and 
the least difficult of management of any of the 
Departments of the Government. If the object 
is to have a gentleman at the head of that Depart- 
ment whose business it shall be to enjoy all the 
emoluments, to attend Cabinet meetings, and to 
dispense the political patronage of his Depart- 
ment, but to transact none of the business, then 


of course you wantan Assistant Secretary. But, |, 
in truth, it seems to me itis only necessary to | 
have a man of good sense, willing to labor in his | 
Department, at the head of it, to secure its proper | 


administration. He has in the Department now 
subordinate officers competent to afford him in- 
formation upon ail points in which he requires 
profomcees advice. He hasan old captain at the 

ead of the Bureau of Yards and Decks; he has 
acaptain also at the head of the Bureau of Hydrog- 
raphy and Ordnance; an old purser at the head 
of the Bureau of Provisions and Clothing, and a 
competent person skilled in that business at the 
head of the Bureau of Construction and Repairs. 
If a Secretary cannot undertake to manage the 
Department with the advice he gets from these 
sources, it is because he has no brains or no will- 
ingness to labor. 

Mr. BAKER. I desire to ask the gentleman 
from Maryland a question for information. Is 
there en to advise the Secretary of the 
Navy officially upon questions of discipline in 
the Navy? 

Mr. PEARCE. I do not know that there is 
any One whose official business it is to advise him 
on that point; but he has these old captains in 
two of the bureaus which I have named, who, if 
they are competent to anything, are competent to 
give him that advice. I view this new officer as 


the fifth wheel to acoach. There is no sort of || 


hecessity for it,in my judgment. As to the com- 


manding general, he is not usually stationed at || 


ashington, and has not been for a number of 
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years. It is true the War Department confers | by it? The country. If the superior knowledge 


with him sometimes; but so the Secretary of the | 


|| Navy may confer with those officers wiio hold the | 
| important bureaus of which | speak. 
Nobody has yet designated any particular duty | 
| in precise, specific terms, which isto be performed 
| by this Assistant Secretary of the Navy. The in- 
| tention seems to me to be to let the Secretaryship 
| be a sinecure; and have some real head taken from 
| the line to command the Navy. Ido not think 
| this is necessary, and I do not think it is proper. 


I have some doubt,whether, if there is to be an 


| Assistant Secretary, he should be a captain in the 
| Navy. Unfortunately, we know that, honest as 
| these gentlemen are, and skillful as they are in 
| their profession, there is a great deal of jealousy, 


| a great deal of cliquism, in the Navy; and I be- | 
one else living. So far as the objections yet made || 


are concerned, I am inclined to vote for the alter- | 


lieve you will contribute to more dissensions and 
quarrels, if you have a captain of the line at the 
head of the Navy Departmentin fact, but called an 
Assistant Secretary, than you have now. What 
— want is a competent man at the head of the 

epartment—a man of vigorous understanding 


|, and willingness to work; and that is all. 
of the Navy from the task of determining many 


Mr. CRITTENDEN. Mr. President, I have 


long heard it as a subject of complaint, that some 


such officer as that now proposed to be introduced 
into the naval department, was not there. I differ 
onthissubject with greatdiffidence from my friend, 
the Senatorfrom Maryland. Itseemsto me strange 
that the command and management of the Navy, 
the decision of questions of discipline, of the rela- 


| tions of one officer to another, should be confided 
to a man who knows nothing at all about them. | 
We are told that he has officers now around him | 
employed in his department who are practical | 


naval men, and that he can consult with them. 


This would be an argument against the employ- | 
ment of assistants in any department of the Gov- 

ernment. Itmight be said: ‘* Why havean As- | 
sistant Secretary of the Treasury ? There are men | 


ali about the street, and all about the hotels, who 
could be easily consulted by the Secretary.’’ That 
is notthe thing. The purpose is to havea respons- 
ible adviser, and one in whose capacity to give 


| advice the public has confidence. [tis to have not | 
only the ability, but to have that ability signalized | 
| by the confidence of the country; that gives him 


confidence and authority everywhere. 
Now, sir, there isagreat difference between the 


organization of the Navy and of the War De- | 


ee There is a great defect in the Navy 
epartment, in providing that official advice and 
that official knowledge to assist the Secretary of 
the Navy which are provided for the Secretary of 
War. There is your adjutant general, not only 
to advise but to do under the direction of the De- 
partment and of the general-in-chief. You are 
sure of giving a military character, you are sure 
of giving a ae direction, to everything the 
Secretary of War does, whether he knows any- 
thing about the Army or discipline or not, under 
the advice of these bureaus through whom he 


| must officially act. Why does not the Navy 


Department require the same thing? 

The jealousy of the geutleman from Maine, it 
would seem to me, ought to be directed with great 
force against the military department as now con- 
stituted. The argument seems to me to be to ex- 
clude from the Navy Department all knowledge 
of naval discipline and naval affairs. Can that be 
right? Shall we catch up every six months, or 
every year or two, a new Secretary of the Navy, 


whose recommendations shall be, or whose real | 


character is—whatever his general intelligence— 
that he knows nothing in particular about the ser- 
vice? He can know where navies ought to be 
employed; he a know the general principles 
upon which the Navy is regulated; but there are 
a thousand minor considerations that enter into 
the service, and that are necessary to give it its 
practical efficiency. Where are these to come 


from? Not from the Secretary of the Navy, whom | 


you do not presume to know anythingabout them; 
and it is not desirable, perhaps, that he should, 
for he is a State officer, a civil officer. So let him 
be. He oughf to be a man of ability. He un- 
doubtedly will always be such; and the appre- 
hension 1s, that this assistant will usurp his pow- 
ers, and that the man who knowssomething about 
the business to be done will, of necessity, by force 
of circumstances, obtain the ascendency over the 
man who knows nothing about it. That will gen- 


erally be the case, l acknowledge; but who profits | 














of the subject which one man has gives him a 
natural ascendency, so far as that ascendency is 
founded on his superior knowledge, of course it 
is useful to the country; and why should we not 


| have it? 


This amendment strikes me as remedying a 
great defect, which has long existed in the Navy, 
and which has oceasioned an irresponsible and 
unofficial adviser, the premier of the naval ser- 
vice; or, if not so, has given the control to some 
clerk, who, by force of long habit, and long in- 
tercourse with officers of the Navy and with naval 
affairs, has had some little smattering knowledge 
beyond any amount even that the Secretary has. 
These have been constant complaints ever since I 
have heard of the Navy Department. The De- 

artment now, itseems to me, fromall the accounts 
have had of it, requires the application of a little 
sterner government than has heretofore been ap- 


| plied to it. The government of it is not as stern 
| as the commanders of your ships would require. 


Officers are not held to their proper places and 


| theif proper duties; quarrels have arisen. These 
| things I have heard of, and some of them have 


come to my knowledge. It is not governed as it 
ought to be; and I hope that a remedy will be 
found for it in the appointment of the officer now 
proposed. 1 shall vote for the proposition. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The whole argument, 
Mr. President, proceeds upon the assumption 
that you cannot find a man who is fit to be See- 
retary of the Navy and discharge the duties of the 
office. It may be that our experience hitherto, 
especially in recent times, goes to confirm that 
supposition; but my idea is, that there are men 


| in the country who can take charge of that De- 


partment and discharge the duties of the office 
well and faithfully and understandingly. | should 
not think it was a great deal to learn what the 
naval rules and regulations are; and at any rate, 
when a man has the opportunity to consult with 
those who are familiar with those rules, [| should 
suppose that, if disposed, he would soon be able 


| to accomplish that amount of learning. 


Now, sir, I regard this asa mere scheme, which 
will eventuate in making more division and trouble 
in the Navy than we have had hitherto. A little 
while ago, not many years since, we had a certain 
number of commissioners, who were called, I be- 
lieve, the Navy Board. They administered certain 
naval matters to the best of their ability; but being 
naval men, they were finally dispensed with and 
we made bureaus in the Department—four, I be- 
lieve. They are all under the charge of naval 
men, and they are consulting and advising men; 
and there is not an officer in the Navy, whose 
experience is good for anything, whose advice 
the Secretary may not have, if he chooses to ask 
for it; and it isto be supposed that, if he isa sensi- 
ble man, if we succeed in getting one of that class, 
he will ask it if he needs it. 

Those of us who have had any occasion to in- 
quire as to naval matters, or have had anything 
to do with naval officers, must be aware that the 
service is full of trouble always; that there are 
quarrels, differences of opinion, cliques, animosi- 


| ties, jealousies, rivalries in the service continually. 


Why, sir, not many years ago, with a view to 
improve the Navy, we passed a law creating a 
naval board, who should have power to retire cer- 
tain officers. They discharged their duties; I do 
not know how well; but we all remember that for 
years afterwards we had continual denunciations 


| of the unfairness and favoritism with which they 


had discharged those duties. I believe they were 
officers of the highest rank of the Navy. We 
heard more than one moving appeal from the hon- 
orable Senator from Kentucky; and the voice of 
the honorable Senator from New Hampshire was 
loud here, day after day, in denunciation of the 
wickedness of the whole proceeding; and it took 
us years to get rid of the difficulty, and we only 
got rid of it by putting everybody back just where 
he was before. That was the result of it; show- 
ing most conclusively the want of good feeling, 
the want of trast, the want of everything that 
should be required to make a service of that kind 
what it should be, existing in the ranks of these 
officers. 

Well, now, what is proposed? Here is the 


| civilarm of the service. It is under the control 


of a civilian. The head of it ought to be a man 
ofeminent ability. He may be a man of eminent 
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atility, if the President chooses to select such a | lecting an Assistant Secretary of State, are you 
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person. Tle may have a chief clerk under him || bound to take him from any special class of men; 


whois able to aid him. He has four heads of || or, when*you select an Assistant Secretary of the | 


bureaus about him who can advise him at any 
moment. In addition to all this, he may have the 
advice of any officer of the Navy, if he chooses to 
ask for it. Now, it is proposed, instead of that, 
with reference to the discipline, with reference to 
the assignment of command, with reference to all 


that which creates feeling and creates difficulty in | 


the Navy, to select a captain, and put him there 
todirect the whole thing. He will be held respons- 
ible for it; and it will lead to innumerable quarrels 
and difficulties. No man who valued his peace 
would take the head of that Department with such 
an officer about him. He would rather take the 
responsibility himself. ‘Therefore, the whole ar- 


gument addresses itself to my mind with no force | 


whatever, J may be wrong about it; but it appears 


| 





to me to be the very worst thing for the service | 
itself that we could possibly do; and | sincerely | 


hope that the amendment which is proposed will 
not be adopted. We may as well carry itinto the 
Army—— ‘. 

Mr. GRIMES. We do. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Whom do we have in the 
Department of War occupying the same position? 

Mr. GRIMES. ‘The Adjutant General. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Not at all. He is not 
connected with the Department in that shape. 


Mr.GRIMES. Yesheis. Heissuesthe orders; | 


he assigns every man to his duty. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Oh! do you propose to 
make a new bureau? 

Mr. GRIMES. That is the duty imposed. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Then propose it in that 
shape; but here you propose to put him directly 
into the Department to manage its affairs. If you 
want to make another bureau, bring it up in that 
shape and we will discuss it; but notin the shape 
in which it is now proposed. I hope the Depart- 


ment may continue as itis at present, so far as | 


this matter is concerned, et any rate. I do not 
care about it, one way or the other, except as I 
believe it will be highly injurious and produce 
difficulties all around. 

Mr. GRIMES. ‘The Senator from Maine says 
that this proposition is predicated upon the idea 
that we are going to havea Secretary of the Navy 
who is incompetent to discharge the duties. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. We nearly always have. 

Mr. GRIMES. He might just as well say that 
the law which requires that there shall be two 
post captams at the head of two different bureaus 
is predicated on the same state of things; for you 
have on your statute-book a law which requires 
that two post captains shall be at the head of two 
particular bureaus. He might, with the same 


reason, apply his argument to that law, as to the | 


one now proposed. I have no doubt the Senator 
is correct in saying that there are all sorts of rival- 


ries and cliques; and there will always be so long | 


as Senators shail listen to the advice of old water- 
logged captains who lie around the Capitol. We 
propose, in this case, to have an official officer con- 
nected with the Secretary of the Navy, who shall 


stand exactly in the same relation to him that the | 


Assistant Secretary of the ‘Treasury occupies to 
the Secretary of the ‘Treasury. Was the suppo- 
sition a legitimate one, when that law was pro- 
posed, that the Secretary of the Treasury would 
not be competent to discharge the duties of his 
office? Was the supposition a legitimate one, 
that the Secretary of State would not be compe- 
tent to discharge the duties of his office, when 
you enacted that the President should have the 
ower to select an Assistant Secretary of State ? 
f that was nota legitimate supposition, then I 
should like to know by what authority it is that 
the Senator from Maine supposes we are acting 
upon the hypothesis that we are to have, or that 
we have had, Secretaries of the Navy who are 
utterly incompetent to discharge the duties? 

lt has been said here that there are persons con- 
nected with the Navy Department upon whom 
the Secretary of the Navy may call for specific 
information in regard to the personnel of the Navy. 
There are some very worthy gentlemen connected 
with bureaus in the Navy Department. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Will the Senator allow 
me to ask him a question? I do not object par- 
ticularly to the appointment of an officer to per- 
form this special duty. All I object to is, that 
you designate where he shall come from. ly se- 





Treasury, are you bound to take him from among 
| the collectors or any other class? You take him 
| where you can find him; you take a competent 
man. 

Mr. GRIMES. I! was going on to say that it 
| is true we have two very worthy naval gentlemen 
at the head of bureaus of the Navy Department. 
Their particular specialties are: one, that of ord- 
| nance, and the other that ofdocks and yards. If 
| the Secretary of the Navy wants any information 
in regard to ordnance matters, of course he ap- 
‘sae to the gentleman who is at the head of that 

ureau. He has devoted himself for years, prob- 
ably, to that particular question, and is able to 
give specific and correct information upon that 
subject. So, too, when he wants information in 
regard to any particular dock or navy-yard, he 
appeals to the chief of that bureau, and there he 
obtains it. But suppose the Senator from Maine 
should be appointed Secretary of the Navy under 
the incoming Administration—a place which I 
should like to see him hold, and I have no doubt 
he would make an admirable Secretary of the 
Navy—and suppose, the first day after he entered 
on the discharge of that duty, he should be re- 
| quired to fit out a ship to go to the Pacific ocean; 
_he has to assign officers to that command: to 
| whom is he going to apply? Who is going to 
enlighten him as to the capabilities of particular 
officers to discharge the duties that may be as- 
signed tothem? Whois going to tell him whether 





| 
| 
| tis man or that man is a competent man—is the 


right man for the right place? -He has nobody. 
He appeals to the heads of these bureaus. One 
of them can tell him about docks; another can tell 
him about guns; another can tell him about pro- 
visions and clothing; another can tell him about 
medical stores; but none can tell him anything in 
regard to the personnel of the service—what may 
be the capacities of any particular officer to dis- 
charge a particular duty. Now, we propose to 
place there some man who is familiar with the 
service, who is familiar with the men in the ser- 
vice; and that is the reason why we choose to take 
a man from the line of the Navy, a man who is 
familiar with the duty that any particular officer 
nay be called upon to perform, who is —— 
to know the character of these officers, and know 
what duties they are particularly adapted to; and 
he is the man to whom the Secretary of the Navy 
can appeal. I have no particular interest about 
this matter; lam only acting upon the sugges- 
| tions that have been made to the Senate for a se- 
ries of years, and I believe have been concurred 
in by mostof the active officers of the service. 
Mr. PEARCE. The argument of the Senator 
_from Iowa is an argument for the creation of a 
new office in the Navy Department, corresponding 
with that of Adjutant General in the Army. That 
is all; but that argument does not suit the present 


‘case. The present plan is to make an Assistant 





Secretary 

Mr. GRIMES. I inquire of the Senator what 
difference it makes as to what we christen him? 
We assign certain duties to him. You may call 
him adjutant general for aught I care. We pro- 


| and assign certain duties to him to perform. 





special duty which the Senator has just now men- 
tioned, that of advising the Secretary of the Navy 
in the choice of officers to command squadrons. 
| That corresponds, I think, with the duty which 
belongs to the Adjutant General in the War De- 
partment. He has, therefore, given us one speci- 
fication of what is wanted in this case—what he 
| professes to want; but it applies only to the cre- 
| ation of a different office from that of Assistant 
| Seeretary, an office corresponding, whatever the 
| title may be, to that of Adjutant General; but thi 
proposes to put him in office as a second head to 
| 
| 


the Department; in fact, to do the work while the 
other does nothing. 

That, I am inclined to think, is pretty much 
he result of assistants in the Departments any- 


ot 


| The amendment was rejected. 

| Mr. KENNEDY. I am instructed by the 

| Committee on Naval Affairs to offer the follow- 

| ing amendment, as an additional section to the bill: 
“And be it further enacted, That the compensation of the 


pose to call him Assistant Secretary of the Navy, | 


Mr. PEARCE. This is an assignment of a | 








superintendent of the naval astronomical expedition to 
Chili shall be that previane by the act of March 3 185) 
entitled “An act making appropriations for the year endin , 
| the 30th of June, 1852,” from the 17th of September last 
|, and that the amount necessary to pay the same be, and is 

hereby, appropriated out of any money in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. GRIMES. I am authorized by the Com. 
mittee on Naval Affairs to submit the followin 
amendment, to come in at the end of the firs; 
section: 


For the completion of the charts of the survey of 
Plate, $6,000. ee 


Mr. FESSENDEN. I should like to know 

what that is? 

Mr. GRIMES, It isan appropriation of $6,000 
for the completion of the charts of the La Plata 
| 
} 








river, the survey of which was made by Com- 
| mander Page, of the Navy. The charts have been 
Cans completed. At various times, $15,000 
ave been appropriated. This will complete the 
chart as far as the La Plata and all its tributaries 
have been surveyed. It is deemed to be necessary 
and very important to the commerce of the coun- 
try, which is being very much extended in that 
direction, that these charts should be completed. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr.GRIMES. Ihave anotheramendment from 
the Committee on Naval Affairs, to insert several 
eeiperal sections, which I ask the Secretary to 
read. 

The Secretary read, as follows: 


And be it further enacted, That the grade of assistant pay- 
master in the Navy of the United States be, and is hereby, 
established ; and that from and after the passage of this 
act, the President of the United States, by and with the 
advice and consent of the Senate, may appoint twenty-one 
assistant paymasters from time to time, as they shall be 
needed for active service in the Navy: Provided, That not 
more than five assistant paymasters shall be appointed in 
any period of six months, except to provide for filling va- 
eancies in the corps of paymasters, as hereinafter men- 
tioned: 4nd provided, further, That no person shall be ap- 
pointed an assistant paymaster in the Navy except graduates 
of the Naval Academy, if any such graduates shall, at the 
time of such appointment, be applicants therefor, and shal! 
| in other respects comply with the requirements of the act. 
And that whenever a vacancy shall occur in the grade of 
paymaster in the Navy, an additional assistant paymasier 
shall be appointed, until the number of paymasters shall be 
reduced to fifty; after which the numbers, respectively, 
shall not exceed fifiy paymasters and thirty-five assistant 
paymasters, and all subsequent vacancies shall be filled by 
regular promotions from the grade of assistant paymasters. 
| That every person who shall be appointed assistaut pay- 
| master shall, at the time of his appointinent, be not less 
than twenty-one years of age nor more than twenty-six 
years; and that, previous to his appointment, his qualifi 
cations and fitness for the office shall be inquired into and 
favorably reported upon by a board of paymasters appointed 
for that purpose by the Secretary of the Navy, and under 
such regulations as he may prescribe. 

And be it further enacted, That the annual pay of assist- 
ant paymasters shall be as follows: on duty at sea for the 
first five years after date of commission, $1,400 ; after five 
years from date of commission, $1,600; on other duty for 
the first five years after date of commission, $1,100 ; aiter 
five years from date of commission, $1,300; on leave ot 
absence or waiting orders for the first five years after date 
of commission, $800; after five years from date of com- 
mission, $1,000. And it is hereby expressly declared that 
the vearly pay provided in this act is all the pay, compen- 
sation, and allowance that shall be received, under any cir- 
cumstances, by assistant ponents, except one ration 
each per day when attached to vessels for sea service, and 
except also for traveling expenses when under orders, for 
which ten cents per mile shall be allowed. 

And he it further enacted, That trom and after the pas- 
sage of this act no commanding officer of any vessel in the 
Navy shal! be required to perform the duties of paymaster 
or assistant paymaster; nor shall any appointment of act- 
ing paymaster or acting assfstant paymaster be made, unless 
such office shall become vacant by death or otherwise In 
ships at sea, or on foreign stations, or on the Pacific coast 
of the United States, in which case the senior officer pres 
ent may make an acting appointment of any fit person to 
perform the duties until another paymaster or assistant pay- 
master shall report for duty. Any person performing the 
duties of paymaster or assistant paymaster in accordance 
with this section, but not Glherwise, shall be entitled to 
receive the pay of such grade while so acting. 

And be it further enacted, ‘That each assistant paymaster 
shall, upon his appointment, enter into bonds in the amount 
of $10,000, with at least two good and sufficient securities 
for the faithful performance of his duties, and that assist- 
|| ant paymasters shall have rank and precedence with assist- 
ant surgeons not passed. 


| Mr. GRIMES, Iwill very briefly explain the 
roposition that [ am authorized to submit by the 
Contesities on Naval Affairs. There are at this 
ymasters in the na- 











| time s;xty-four pursers or oo 
| val service of the United States, of whom eigh 

are entirely unfit for duty, being disabled in var'- 
| ous ways, some of them insane; leaving, there- 
| 


fore, only fifty-six who are efficient, active me, 
capable of performing the duties that are require 
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